
 When I was in the seminary my classmates liked to tease me 
because I liked dogs so much.  My family had a golden retriever 

growing up and I found it to just be a very fun dog.  I hope to get a 
dog again one day. 

 
 As great as dogs are, though, as human beings we have a great 

gift that they do not have.  In our Gospel today, Jesus says, “You are 
my friends if you do what I command you” (John 15:14).  Sometimes I 

think it’s easy to glance over a verse and not think much of it.   
 

 But this verse is really something.  Jesus no longer calls us 
servants, but friends.  We are the only creatures in the world God that 

calls friends.  He doesn’t say a dog, porcupine, giraffe, or a chipmunk 
is His friend.  But we are.  What does that mean? 

 

 Well, think about your own friends.  Friends share a common 
interest together.  My friend and I both like sports, acting in plays, 

singing, or just hanging out together.  Sometimes we say friends have 
a common heart –they love the same things.   

 
 Also, normally we think of our friends as equals.  I usually don’t 

think, “Well, I am better than my friend or my friend is better than 
me.”  No, we are the same.  We’re on equal footing.  

 
 Finally, friends share with each other.  They share what they like 

and what they don’t like.  They tell each other, “I like this or I don’t 
like that.”  They also share their hopes, their joys, and their sad times 

together.  In short, they share their hearts with each other.   
 

 If this is true for friendships between people, how much more 

true is it between God and us!  God wants us to have a common 
interest with Him – to grow in holiness.  Additionally, because of 

grace, He raises us up and sets us on equal footing with Him.   
 

Finally, as friends, He wants us to share with Him our hopes, 
dreams, our struggles, fears, what makes us sad, or even mad.  In 

short, as His friends, He wants us to share our hearts with Him.  And 
He wants us to help others share their hearts with Him because that is 

what friends do – they share their hearts. 
 

We are most grateful, then, that God no longer calls us servants, 
but His friends.  As His friends, let us share our hearts with Him! 
 
 


