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 Earlier this week, I called up a dear friend of mine who I went to 

seminary with together in Washington DC.  He is a priest in Pittsburgh.  

We hadn’t spoken with each other since the fall, so I decided to give 

him a call to see how he was doing. 

 The thing I loved about good friends is that no matter how long 

its been, you can pick things right back up from the last time you 

spoke with them.  This is because you have a relationship, shared 

memories and experiences.  And the better friends you are, the more 

you know and understand each other. 

 Today is one of my favorite lines in all of Sacred Scripture.  

Speaking to His disciples, Jesus says, “I no longer call you slaves, 

because a slave does not know what his master is doing.  I have called 

you friends, because I have told you everything I have heard from my 

Father.”   

 I want to talk just briefly about this idea of friendship and how it 

relates to Jesus.   First quality about friendship is that we consider our 

friends as equals.  I typically don’t consider myself better than my 

friend or that he is better than me.  Instead, we are on equal footing. 

In this light, Jesus’ comments raise our eyebrows.  As the Son of God, 

He is clearly superior to us.  And yet, He calls us friends.  He pulls us 

up to His level, making us His equal.  
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 Second, and this is probably the characteristic about friends 

think of the most, friends share their hearts with each other.  They 

share their joys, struggles, challenges, hopes, dreams, etc.  I share 

my heart with my friend – here is how things have been going – and 

he shares his heart with me.   

 In doing this, our friends sometimes affirm us or encourage us if 

we are down.  Sometimes they challenge us to see things differently or 

to change.  They do this because they care.  And we do the same for 

them.  With good friends, we feel a certain freedom to be ourselves – 

to share our hearts, and we give them the freedom to share their 

hearts. 

 Again, Jesus says, “I no longer call you slaves, but friends.”  As 

friends, He invites us to share our hearts with Him, and He wants to 

share His heart with us.   Here is a brief example of what this looks 

like. 

 I am struggling with someone in my life – family member, 

someone at work, neighbor, someone at the parish.  I tend to think a 

lot of negative thoughts about this person, criticize them, or avoid 

them.  Very often, we have what I call a monologue in your head.  It is 

a tape we can playing over and over again. What can I do?  How can 

this get better?   
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 I remember years ago going to confession about this, a good 

holy priest said to me, “You can always turn a monologue into a 

dialogue with God.”  We can turn to Jesus and say, “Jesus, I am 

struggling with this person.  I think critically about him or her.  You 

can even say, “I don’t like him or her.”    

 As our deepest Friend, Jesus gives us the freedom to share our 

hearts with him.  This requires confidence.  We trust that He hears us 

and will help us.  We trust that He cares and has the power to help us. 

 The hardest part, however, is to sit quietly and say, “Jesus, 

speak to me.  Your servant is listening.  Our conversation with God 

cannot be just one sided.”  You know the old joke where the guy in a 

conversation who talks about himself all the time says to the other 

person, “That’s enough about me.  Now you talk about me.”   

 We share our hearts with Jesus.  That is half of the equation.  

The other half is that He wants to share His heart with us.  As a good 

friend, sometimes he will affirm us.  Other times he will challenge us 

or correct us.  The goal is that He will help us see any situation from 

His perspective.   That’s important.  Friends help each other see things 

from another perspective. 
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 Finally, friends stick together in good times and in bad.  They 

may have disagreement or their differences, but they find ways to 

make their friendship work and to deepen it over the years.  Even 

though they may be stretched, good friendships do not break.   

 The same is true for our friendship with Christ.  He sticks with us 

in good times, and in difficult times, in moments of joy, and in times of 

sorrow.  While we have many friendships and love many people in our 

life, Jesus is our deepest Friendship.  He is our first love.  No matter 

what, He always offers His hand and lends his ear as our best Friend.  

And He invites us to do the same for him – no matter what we are 

going through.      

 If feel like you have a friendship with Christ, I invite you to begin 

one.  It would be sad to live your whole life and see Jesus only as a 

Master – where you don’t know His heart, and where you haven’t 

shared your heart with Him.   

 As a Friend, He invites you to share your everyday experiences, 

your hopes, dreams, struggles, fears, struggles and joys with Him.  As 

a good friend, He wants the best for you.  “I no longer call you slaves, 

but friends.”   

 Thank you Jesus for your friendship, and sharing your hearts 

with us.  Help us to trust you by sharing our hearts with you.  In doing 

so, we will know your love share that love with those around us.  


