
 In our gospel today we hear part of what is known as Jesus’ high 
priestly prayer.   Prior to this prayer, Jesus has been instructing his 

disciples about his coming departure and the coming of the Holy Spirit.  
He informs them that they will be sad at his departure, but their 

sorrow will be turned to joy because they will see Him again. 
 

 After instructing His disciples, Jesus then turns His attention to 
the Father.  In this prayer, we are given a privileged window into how 

Jesus prays.  In the Synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke), we 
typically hear that Jesus goes off to pray, but we never hear much 

about the content of that prayer.  John, however, helps us understand 
what Jesus prays for.  This is very valuable for us.   

 
 Let us take a quick look at part of the prayer, which we hear 

today.  First, Jesus prays for the apostles, the ones the Father has 

given Him, that they may be one just He is one with the Father.  
Jesus, then, reveals that there is a certain likeness between the 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (the Trinitarian Persons) and the unity of 
God’s children on earth.  The unity of the Church reflects the unity of 

the Trinity.  In short, the Church’s unity is akin to “sacrament,” i.e., it 
is a sign of God and in fact, makes God present. 

 
 Basically, what we are learning here is that our ecclesiology 

flows from the Trinity.  Just as the Trinity is one – Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, so the Church is meant to be one.  And just as Jesus is 

consecrated in truth and sent into the world, so we are consecrated in 
truth and sent into the world.  As Jesus prays, may we help build up 

the Church’s unity and bring the gospel to others in truth and charity.    
 

 Finally, we hear Jesus say that the Apostles are a gift to Him.  

On the surface, this sounds nice.  But think about it for a moment.  
Peter loses his temper.  James and John request seats of honor.  

Simon is a zealot.  Matthew collects taxes.  And very often, they are 
terribly slow to learn from Him and impatient with people.   

 
 We would think Jesus would say, “Father, they wear on my 

nerves.”  And yet, Jesus sees them as a gift.  While He does not 
approve of their faults, He sees them in their uniqueness.  He sees the 

potential each has for discipleship and hence, the path of love.   
 

 This begs the question, “Do you believe that Jesus sees you as a 
gift?  Does He delight in your, regardless of your imperfections and 

mistakes?”  Doing so certainly brings great freedom and joy!   
 



   


