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 Today we hear about the encounter between Mary Magdalene and 

Risen Jesus.  There is much we can gleam from these beautiful verses.  For 

example, John tells us that Mary is weeping.  Her weeping reminds us of 

Lazarus’ sister, Mary, who wept at his tomb.  It was a similar encounter.  

Mary went to the tomb and began weeping where she met Jesus. 

 As she looks for Jesus, she turns and sees Jesus, but does not 

recognize Him.  Is this because she is so distraught she cannot see correctly, 

or physically because her eyes are so watery?  The text does not say.   

 Mary thinks Jesus is the gardener.  This is symbolic on many levels.  

First gardeners bring new things to life.  This certainly fits the description of 

Jesus well.  Additionally, the first man, Adam, was a gardener.  The book of 

Genesis tells us that after forming the first man from the earth, “The Lord 

God took the man and put Him in the Garden of Eden to till it and keep it.” 

(Gn. 2:15)  Thus, on one level Mary is wrong.  But on another, she is right.  

Jesus is the true gardener, the New Adam, who brings forth new life. 

 Then Jesus calls her by name, “Mary!”  Earlier in John’s gospel, Jesus 

referred to Himself as the Good Shepherd and His sheep hear His voice     

(Jn. 10:27).  Upon hearing her name, Mary recognizes the voice of the Good 

Shepherd.  He does not just call Mary by name, but each of us as well. 

 Next, we have a very peculiar passage that has baffled scholars for 

quite some time.  Mary wants to hold Jesus, but Jesus says, “Stop holding 

me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father.”  Why is it that Jesus invites 

the Apostle Thomas to touch Him, but Mary cannot? 

 I recently came across an interpretation that was new me.  A biblical 

scholar named Dr. Tim Gray says that in the OT, only the priests could 

handle the burnt offering, which was a holocaust offered to God.  Jesus, 

then, is like a burnt offering that will soon ascend to the Father.   

 As a priest, Thomas can touch Jesus, the burnt offering, while Mary, 

who is not, cannot.  Others argue that Jesus is essentially saying, “Do not 

handle me as if I were to disappear permanently, but rather, go, share the 

Good News.”   

 Regardless, we know that like Mary, Jesus calls each of us by name.  

He touches us so that we no longer weep, but rather can go forth in joy to 

bear witness that the Risen Christ gives new life to all who receive Him. 


