
 When I was younger, we used to have a cabin.  My brother and I 
liked to go fishing for sunfish.  We didn’t like to touch the worms – 

they were really slimy.  Also, we didn’t like touching the fish so we had 
a washcloth to hold the fish if we caught one.  We were wimps. 

 
 I am sure that many of you like to go fishing, as it’s very 

peaceful.  Today we hear Peter decides to go fishing and the other 
disciples join him.  John tells us that they did this at night. 

 
 On a practical level, one fishes at night because it is the best 

time to catch fish.  Fish typically go to the bottom of the lake during 
the day.  At night, they come closer to the surface.  On a symbolic 

level, however, John refers to “night” in contrast to the day – a symbol 
for faith and light.  When Judas left to betray Jesus, John tells us it 

was “night” (Jn. 13:30).  He is lost and confused.  

 
 Then John tells us that Jesus shows up at dawn.  Jesus, who is 

the light of the world, enlightens the darkness surrounding the 
disciples.  Without Him, they can catch nothing.  However, under 

Jesus’ command to lower the nets, they catch lots of fish. 
 

 Once they catch lots of fish, Peter is so excited that he jumps in 
the water.  He can’t wait to get to Jesus.  Then John tells us something 

that may make us scratch our heads.  He says the net had 153 fish in 
it.  It’s good to keep in mind that every detail in the gospels has 

meaning.  Why would John tell us this?  Why 153? 
 

 At the time of Jesus, it was thought that there were 153 different 
kinds of fish.  Thus, Jesus will work through Peter and the Apostles to 

be catching every type of fish.  The Church is called to gather in all fish 

(peoples) – saints and sinners alike.  On a practical level, fishermen 
always know how many fish they catch!   

 
 Finally, John tells that that although there was lots of fish, the 

net was not torn.  If the net symbolizes the Church, then although 
there the Church is full of fish (people), it is not torn.  God’s grace 

keeps it together.  
  

 For us today, never underestimate what Jesus can do through 
you.  Like Peter and the apostles, Jesus wants to work through you to 

catch fish (people) for Himself.  Don’t be afraid to tell others about 
Jesus.  In everything we do, we do it for Jesus.  By God’s grace, may 

we catch many souls for His glory and our own good. 


