
Today John gives us a beautiful little scene where the risen Lord 
restores His relationship with Peter.  You may remember that after Jesus 

was arrested, Peter had denied that he knew the Lord three times in front 
of a charcoal fire.  Peter’s threefold denial was actually the last encounter 

he had with Jesus.   
 

I think it’s difficult for us to imagine the pain and regret that Peter 
had to carry with him.  Every day he had to wake up and think to himself, 

“The last time I saw the Lord and I denied him!  How can I live with 
myself?  How can I go on?”   Somehow he had to cope with the shame. 

 
After the Resurrection, the Risen Lord meets Peter and the apostles 

once again.  The place where Jesus meets Peter is very important.  He 
meets him on the seashore, which just happens to be the place where he 

called Peter the first time.  In other words, we have a “new calling” on our 
hands.  Jesus calls Peter to follow Him once again.   

 
Additionally, notice that the calling occurs before a charcoal fire.  It 

was before a charcoal fire that Peter denied the Lord three times.  Now, 

before a fire, Jesus restores Peter.   
 

Along with the importance of place, notice how Jesus restores 
Peter.  There is no sense of condemnation like “Peter how could you do 

this to me” or “where were you when I needed you?”  Instead, Jesus 
gives Peter the opportunity to affirm his love.   

 
For us today, this beautiful event reminds me of a couple of things. 

First, think of the place where the called you.  Hopefully, each of you can 
return to that place where the Lord called you.  Of course, sacramentally 

this occurs in baptism.  However, the Lord speaks specifically to each one 
of you.  He encounters you and says, “I love you.  Follow me.”  Again and 

again, each of you needs to return to your Galilee moment. 
 
Additionally, when you fall by sinning, the Lord is so merciful that 

He calls you to follow Him again.  As with Peter, He does not condemn 
you, but rather invites you back to confession where you are honest with 

Him and reaffirm your love for Him.  There is no need to carry around 
shame or guilt.  Instead, Jesus wishes “recall” you again just like He did 

with Peter. 
 

In short, may each of you return to your own Galilee moment – 
your own calling – and never be afraid to return to Him when you fall.  He 

is always there to bring you back and allow you to reaffirm your love for 
Him. 

     


