
 Let’s look more closely at gospel given to us today.  Jesus 
encounters a man who has been ill for 38 years.  Spiritually, this may 

be a reference to the Israelites from the OT.  After spending two years 
at Mt. Sinai where they received the Mosaic Law, they wandered 

around in the desert for 38 years before entering the Promised Land.  
Symbolically, the man symbolizes Israel who needs to be healed.   

 
 On a personal level, 38 years is a good chunk of this man’s life.   

It’s interesting that there are many sick people lying there, but Jesus 
singles this man out.  And He knows that this man has been ill for a 

long time.  Why are not sure why Jesus singles this man out.  The man 
didn’t seek out Jesus and he doesn’t ask to be healed.  The initiative 

lies completely with Jesus.    
 

 When encountering the man, Jesus asks a question that makes 

us scratch our heads.  “Do you want to be well?”  We think, “Of course 
the man wants to be made well, Jesus!”  Oddly though, not everyone 

wants to be made well.  Some people like being pitied or even 
dependent upon others.  It’s difficult to impose healing on someone 

who isn’t interested in being healed.   
 

  It’s also interesting that the man doesn’t say yes.  Instead, he 
just complains.  “Sir, I have no one to put me in the pool when the 

water is stirred up; while I am on my way, someone else gets down 
there before me.”  Whereas others beg Jesus to be healed, this man 

simply complains. 
 

 In response, Jesus doesn’t try to get the man to say that he 
wants to be healed.  He doesn’t ask him if he has faith.  There is no 

indication that the man’s faith plays any role in this healing.  Instead, 

Jesus heals the man by His word.  As the man leaves, there’s also no 
indication that he thanks Jesus or praises God for his healing.  

 
 Even worse, the man eventually reports that it was Jesus who 

healed him on the Sabbath.   
 

 For us today, whatever sin you may struggle with (which may 
even be for a long time!) ask Jesus for healing.  There is no need to be 

like the man who was ill for 38 years in our gospel today.  Don’t 
complain.  Instead, be thankful that whether He answers your prayer, 

you can walk with Jesus in faith and gratitude.   


