
 The beauty of John’s gospel is that one can be refreshed just 
from light reading, or put on his scuba gear and dive deep with all of 

its symbols.  Today’s gospel is certainly no exception. 
 

 On the surface level, we have a man who has been ill for 38 
years.  We may think, “Wow, that’s a long time.”  Jesus then comes 

along and asks, “Do you want to be well?”  Ironically, the man never 
really answers but just complains that no one ever helps him get into 

the pool.  Jesus then heals him out of mercy. 
 

 Going deeper, however, one may wonder, “Why does John tell us 
that the man was ill for thirty eight years?”  Is there something 

symbolic about this number?   
 

 It may be a reference to the Israelites from the OT.  For 

example, the Jews spent two years at Mt. Sinai where they received 
the Mosaic Law.  They then wandered around in the desert for 38 

years before entering the Promised Land.   
 

 What about the five porticos mentioned?  Some believe that 
these represent the five books of the Law: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 

Numbers, and Deuteronomy.  While the Mosaic Law can show 
humanity its sin, it can never heal.  For this, Christ is needed. 

 
 And then we have this interesting question from Jesus.  He asks 

if the man wants to be healed.  To put this in perspective, imagine you 
were in the back of the Church and waiting to go up to Communion for 

thirty-eight years.  Every Mass people just passed by you and no one 
brought Communion to you.      

 

 It seems obvious that the man would want to be healed.  The 
problem is that we can get stuck in our sin.  “That’s just how I am” or 

“I can’t help it.”  And so Jesus asks, “Do you want to be healed?”  We 
can break from our sin if we call out to Jesus.  We cannot do it by 

ourselves.  Only God can save us.  However, He won’t save us without 
us.  We have to ask for healing and salvation.    

 
 For us today, whatever sin you may struggle with (which may 

even be for a long time!) ask Jesus for healing.  There is no need to be 
like the man who was ill for 38 years in our gospel today.  Do you 

want to be healed?  Yes, Lord, heal me!  May Jesus heal you so that 
you may walk with Him. 
 


