
 Some of the things that we take great pride in as Americans are 
the holidays, which bring us together to celebrate our past and some 

of our common values.  These include: 4th of July, Labor Day, 
Thanksgiving, President’s Day, just to name a few.   

 
 The Jewish people also had their festivals in which they 

celebrated what God did for them as a people.  The feast mentioned in 
our gospel today is called Tabernacles.   It was celebrated in either 

September or October to commemorate the 40 years in which their 
ancestors traveled around in the wilderness and slept in little booths or 

tents.   
 

 The feast was celebrated in Jerusalem for eight days.  During the 
festival, priests would perform water rituals and pray to God for the 

gift of rain.  Additionally, at night they would light put big torches to 

illuminate the whole courtyard, dance, and sing psalms to God. 
 

 So Jesus goes up to this feast and does two things that would 
shock any normal person at the time.  In the middle of the feast and in 

front of everyone, He exclaims, “Let anyone who thirsts come to me 
and drink” (Jn. 7:37).  This caused a major division among the people. 

 
 And if that were not enough, a little later He says, “I am the light 

of the world.  Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life.” (Jn. 8:12)   

 
 Now if you were His public relations person, you would to say, 

“Ah Jesus, we need to talk.  You’re causing a major division among the 
people. This is really bad.”  Let’s be honest, Jesus says things at times 

that make us cringe a little.   

 
 As Christians, we believe that Jesus alone will satisfy our thirst.  

All of us thirst for God – for the infinite, for beauty, goodness, truth, 
for love and to be loved.  Additionally, as the light of the world, He is 

our moral compass.  There are certain actions that bring us closer to 
Jesus, and others that will take us away from Him.   

 
 As we continue to move deeper into Lent, be not afraid to ask 

Jesus to send the Holy Spirit – life-giving water – for your souls to 
satisfy your thirst.  In slaking your thirst, you can then extend the 

light of Jesus to others so that He can satisfy their thirst as well.       
 


