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 Many of you have heard of Mark Fleischhacker’s sudden passing, 

which happened late Thursday evening.  Let’s certainly keep Mark’s 

Terri, and their children in our prayers during this most difficult time.  

I would like to reflect briefly on our gospel before providing more 

information on Mark’s funeral.   

 We hear that “A large crowd followed [Jesus], because they saw 

the signs he was performing on the sick.”  In John’s gospel, there are 

two kinds of faith: sign faith and authentic faith.  Those with sign 

faith follow Jesus because He is a “miracle man.”  Sign faith is a good 

start, but it is never sufficient.  Jesus’ signs or miracles point to who 

He is.  Authentic faith is belief in Jesus – that He is the Son of God, 

the one who reveals God and opens the path to eternal life.  

 John then tells that Jesus sees a large crowd and they are 

hungry.  Thus, we have a big problem.  He turns to Philip asking where 

they can get bread.  Why Philip?  He is from Bethsaida, which is a 

town nearby.  If anyone knows where to buy bread – the local market 

– it would be Philip.  

 Poor Philip.  He’s in the hot seat.  He is a realist.  There are lots 

of people and we have little money.  Six months of wages wouldn’t be 

enough to feed these people.  In other words, even if I told you where 

we could buy the food, we don’t have the money.  And how would we 

transport it in?  What about water?  These are big problems. 
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   How often we feel like Philip!  Like Philip, we have big problems in 

front of us: demands on our time; some deal with sickness; others with 

loneliness; some wrestle with addiction; and most fitting this week, the 

problem of loss – losing someone we love.  In these times, it’s helpful 

stop and remind yourself, “Does Jesus know what to do?  Doesn’t He 

always know what to do?  Why don’t I turn to Him?” 

 Philip has forgotten Jesus’ first miracle: turning water into wine – 

150 gallons of it.  It was a miracle of superabundance.  Surely Jesus can 

solve this problem.  Many times, we simply forget what Jesus has done 

in the past.  What Jesus has done in the past, He can do again!  

 We then hear about the boy and his little bag lunch.  He has five 

loaves and two fish.  It’s almost a joke.  Elijah was able to take 20 loaves 

and feed 100 people.  What can Jesus do?  He has less loaves and many 

more people to feed.  Is He greater than Elijah?   

 Jesus takes the loaves, gives thanks, and distributes them to the 

disciples, who then give them to the crowds.  The phrases “Taking bread,” 

“giving thanks” and “giving to the disciples” should sound familiar.  Jesus 

will do the same thing at the Last Supper, and we hear them at every 

Mass. Here are the words before the consecration: “For on the night he 

was betrayed, he himself took bread, giving you thanks, he said the 

blessing, broke the bread and gave it to the disciples…”  
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 Notice how beautiful this is.  Jesus takes what little they can give - 

five loaves and two fish, and multiplies it.  At Mass, He takes what little 

we can give, and changes it into His own Body and Blood.  He does what 

we cannot do on our own.   

 Think how often you are faced with tasks beyond you.  “Lord, I 

don’t have enough time.  I have these all bills to pay.  I have all these 

demands on me.”  Whatever it is, give to Jesus what you have – no 

matter how little it is!  This is a matter of faith.  “Jesus, I don’t know how 

you’re going to do this, but this is what I have to give.”  Jesus takes what 

you can and multiplies it.  Give Him what you can.  He’ll do the rest!  

 After seeing the miracle, the people want to make Him king.  In 

their minds, Jesus will provide for all of their temporal needs.  With Jesus 

as King, their bellies will be full and they will be happy. 

 This, however, is to think too little of Jesus.  He did not come to 

create a perfect world – a utopia here on earth.  No, He has given us 

much more.  He has opened the way to eternal life.  He has given us God.  

In Christ, we are never alone, regardless of the pain or tragedy.   

 In this light, as mentioned we will be having the funeral for Mark 

Fleischhacker on Thursday at 11:00 am.  Mark was a member of St. 

Therese for over 60 years.  He fingerprints are all over our parish and 

school.  I have started a list of all the projects he has done.  He was 

working on about five when passed away suddenly.  Mark was 

sometimes known as the new John Foty. 
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 We will have a wake for Mark on Wednesday evening from 5:00 – 

8:00 pm.  You can come and pay your respects during that time, and 

light a candle and put it on the altar as your prayer. 

 Additionally, given Mark did so much for our parish, we will have an 

all night prayer vigil that will begin at 8:00 pm on Wednesday.  The long-

time custom of the Church was that you kept a prayer vigil throughout 

the night thanking God for your loved one, and to pray for your loved one 

and his or her family.   

 At 8:00 pm on Wednesday, we will bring Mark’s body into the 

sanctuary before the altar.     

 After Mass, we will have sign up sheets at the kiosk for you to sign 

up for an hour to spend in prayer.  We will keep the parish open all night 

for the prayer vigil.  We will have hour slots from 8:00 pm – for each hour 

– until 10:00 am on Thursday morning for the funeral. 

 If you can’t take a full hour, I invite you to come and just pray and 

stay for as long as you are able.  Remember, Mark did a lot for our parish 

– this can be one little way of giving back, saying thank you for all you 

did for St. Therese.   

 Like Jesus feeding the crowd with five loaves, Mark nourished St. 

Therese with his talent.  He shared what he had, and our prayer is that 

God will reward him for it.  And so, we pray:  

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord. 
And let perpetual light shine upon him.  

May Mark rest in peace.  May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed through 

the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
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