
 Yesterday we heard Jesus taking what little is offered – five 
barley loaves and two fish – and multiplying it to feed the hungry 

crowd.  Today we hear about Jesus walking on water.  Both miracles 
remind us of the Exodus wherein God parted the Red Sea and fed the 

Israelites with manna in the desert.   
 

 In other words, we have a “new Exodus” on our hands.  Like 
Moses, Jesus is leading the people to the new Promised Land, i.e., 

heaven itself.  Let’s look more closely at these verses.  
 

 The disciples of Jesus depart on their own initiative.  Jesus is not 
with them.  Notice John’s theme of “darkness.”  When we depart from 

Jesus, the light of the world, darkness inevitably results.  
 

 We then hear that the sea was stirred up because a strong wind 

was blowing.  The journey is not easy.  Again, without Jesus, the 
winds of the world will blow our little boats (lives) around.   

 
 John says that they are 3 or 4 miles from the shore.  The Sea of 

Galilee is about 8 miles east to west at its widest point and about 13 
miles north to south.  It is a good-sized lake.  The disciples, then, are 

somewhere in the middle of the lake.  While they are experienced 

fisherman, it’s understandable that they are afraid!  It is dark.  There 
is a storm.  And they are in the middle of the lake.  

 
 John then tells us that Jesus comes to them walking on the 

water.  In the Scripture, water oftentimes symbolizes danger and 
chaos.  In the beginning, the Spirit hovered over the surface of the 

waters when there was darkness and disorder.  The Egyptians were 
drowned in the waters of the Red Sea.   In Mark’s gospel, the swine 

were sent down the hillside where they plunged into the water (5:13).  
Jesus, then, has authority over danger and chaos.   

 
 Jesus says, “It is I.  Do not be afraid.”  The Greek, “It is I” (egō 

eimi) can be translated as “I AM.”  This is God’s name in Exodus 3:14.  
In other words, do not be afraid, I am God.  There is nothing to fear 

because God is with them.  He has power over darkness and chaos.     

 
 Finally, John says that the boat immediately arrived at the shore 

to which they were heading.  The boat symbolizes both our lives and 
the life of the Church.  With Jesus in the boat, we have nothing to fear.  

He will brings us from the chaos of the world to the peace of the shore.  
As always, may we trust Jesus knowing that He guides our little boats! 

 


