
 To give you a little context for today’s gospel, Jesus is at the 
feast of Tabernacles.  This was the feast to commemorate the 40 years 

in which their ancestors traveled around in the wilderness and slept in 
little booths or tents.   

 
 In the middle of this feast, Jesus stood up and made some bold 

claims.  He said, “Let anyone who thirsts come to me and drink” (Jn. 
7:37).  And a little later He exclaimed, “I am the light of the world.  

Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of 
life” (Jn. 8:12).  This caused a major division among the people. 

 
 In short, it raised two major questions. First, who is Jesus and 

second, where is He from?  For the first question, notice Jesus again 
makes a very bold claim in our gospel today.  He says, “For if you do 

not believe that I AM, you will die in your sins.”   

 
 In other words, Jesus refers to Himself as the “I AM” or the one 

who revealed Himself to Moses in the burning bush.  Furthermore, as 
the great I AM, He is akin to the serpent that Moses mounted on a 

pole when the Israelites where traveling around in the wilderness.     
 

 Just as Moses mounted a serpent on a pole and lifted it up so 
that the people would be healed when they looked at it, so Jesus will 

heal all those who gaze upon Him with the eyes of faith when He is 
lifted upon on the Cross. 

 
 In terms of the second question, where Jesus is from, He 

answers this by saying that He is “from above.”  That is, He is not 
from Galilee as they presuppose, but rather His origin is with God the 

Father.  Jesus’ “zip code” or His address, then, has always been with 

the Father and always will be.  He is from God and will return to God.  
 

For us today, I am continually amazed at just how bold Jesus is.  
Just as He challenged the Jewish people of His day, so He challenges 

us to believe that He is God Himself – the great I AM – and His origin 
and destiny are from God and with God.  

 
 May we always have the courage and confidence to turn to 

Jesus, who is God Himself, and whose origin is from God and destiny 
with God.  And may we remember that this destiny is not just for 

Jesus, but us too!  Jesus promises, “And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come back again and take you to myself, so that where I 

am you also may be.” (Jn 14:3) 
 


