
 Today we celebrate my favorite saint.  One of my goals is to have a picture of Don Bosco 
in every room where I am.  I have one in my bedroom, my office, and my confessional.  People 
ask, “Why do you like him so much?”  Keep in mind that all of us should have a favorite saint.  It 
is good to have a “friend in Christ” who travels with us.  
 
 In general, sometimes we have a strong liking for a certain saint, even before we know 
much about him or her.  It’s like God wills there to be a strong bond between the two of you.  I 
have had that bond with John Bosco for a long time.  
 
  I will begin with some of the more obvious things of I why I like Don Bosco.  First, Bosco 
is known for his fatherly care for orphaned children.  Most people know that he took in 
orphaned boys off the street who had no home or parents.  He not only taught them the faith 
and brought them to Mass, but he also opened trade schools so that the boys could learn a 
trade and the value of hard work.  In other words, he cared about the whole person – the boys’ 
intellectual, physical, and spiritual needs. 
 
 Second, I love Bosco’s style of education.  He once remarked, “Education is a thing of 
the heart and God alone is master; we cannot succeed in anything unless God gives us the key to 
these hearts.”  He practiced what is sometimes known as “preventative system” of education.  
Instead of using harsh punishment, he appealed to reason, tapped into their hearts to 
communicate the faith, and encouraged his teachers to practice “loving kindness.”   Don Bosco 
was known for being extremely patient and kind, even to the most difficult of his students. 
 
 Third, Don Bosco embraced a life of poverty and unbelievable trust in the Lord.  Almost 
every day he never knew where the money would come from to continue to support his work.  
There is a story that some dignitaries came to visit and they had a little soup and bread.  
Thinking there was more, they were shocked when they learned this is what Don Bosco ate on a 
regular basis.  He took his promise of simplicity and poverty very seriously. 
 
 Furthermore, Don Bosco had a beautiful devotion to his earthly mother, Mamma 
Margaret, and the Blessed Mother.  Regarding the former, his mother helped cook, clean, and 
sew the clothes of the boys.  She was truly a mother for the boys.  Bosco was devastated at her 
passing.  In terms of the Blessed Mother, he remarked, “Be devoted to Mary most holy; 
frequently call on Her. Never was it known that anyone who trustingly had recourse to Her was 
not promptly heard."  Don Bosco had an unwavering trust in Mary, Help of Christians. 
 
 Finally, not known as well, there is a story that a mysterious dog named Grigio (Italian 
for the “grey one”) would protect him whenever he went out at night.  The dog would 
mysteriously come to his side and protect him and then leave him once he got back home.  
When a friend of mine and I were in Turin to see Bosco’s oratory, we saw a big picture of Don 
Bosco and Grigio in the house.  Even saints have a great devotion to dogs! 
 
 Toward the end of his life, churches were packed just to get a glimpse Bosco.  Everyone 
knew he was a saint even before his passing.  He died on January 31, 1888.  It’s said that 40,000 
people visited his body as it lay in the Church at Turin.  Don Bosco was beatified on June 2, 1929 
and canonized on Easter Sunday, April 1, 1934.  He is a wonderful example of faith, patience, 
and trust in Jesus.  St. Don Bosco, teacher and father of the young, prayer for us! 


