
 Without question, Saints John Fisher and Thomas More treasured the 

things of heaven more than those of earth.  They lived in England during the 

16th century and refused to approve King Henry VIII’s divorce and unlawful 

remarriage Anne Boleyn.  Both also refused to recognize King Henry’s attempt 

to usurp the authority of the Church by declaring himself supreme head of the 

Church of England, thereby effectively breaking with Rome and denying the 

pope as head of the Church. 

 St. John Fisher had been made a bishop at the age of 35 and was one of 

the foremost intellectual men of his day.  It was said of St. Fisher, “There was 

not a man more cultured, more admired, or more holy.”  Unlike the other 

bishops, he refused to take the oath of supremacy and consequently was 

thrown into the Tower of London in 1534.  Almost comically, the pope made him 

a cardinal the following year.  Out of anger, King Henry had him beheaded a 

month later and his head hung on the London Bridge. 

 St. Thomas More, for his part, was a renowned lawyer in London who was 

esteemed for his intelligence, integrity, and honesty.  With the publication of his 

famous book “Utopia,” in 1516, he caught King Henry VIII’s attention who 

eventually appointed him as Lord Chancellor of England in 1529.  Thomas 

resigned this post just three years later because of the rising controversy over 

the king’s remarriage.  Because evil never sleeps, King Henry found Thomas, 

had him imprisoned and eventually beheaded in the Tower of London just two 

weeks after St. John Fisher.     

The classic movie, A Man for All Seasons, does an excellent job of portraying 

the character and wit of St. Thomas More.  For example, when Cromwell and 

the Duke of Norfolk are pressuring Thomas to sign the act of succession, the 

Duke holds it out to Thomas and says, “Will swear to it?”  And Thomas replies, 

“I will not take the oath.”  After trying to convince Thomas for a while, the Duke 

says in exhaustion, “Thomas, look at these names.  Why can’t you just do as I 

did, and come with us, for fellowship?”  And Thomas replies, “And when we die, 

and you are sent to heaven for doing your conscience, and I am sent to hell for 

doing mine, will you come with me, for fellowship?” 

Today, may we ask the good Lord for the virtues of integrity, honesty, and a 

well-formed conscience that remains attuned to God’s truth and moral law.  And 

let us pray that all statesman and politicians, especially Catholic politicians, that 

through the intercession of these two great saints, they be given the 

steadfastness and courage not to compromise their moral values and listen 

attentively to God’s voice. 


