
St. John Neumann 
 
 It’s great to begin the calendar year by celebrating a couple of 

American saints.  Yesterday, we celebrated Elizabeth Ann Seton and 
now today, we have St. John Neumann.  In our Archdiocese, we have 

a parish in Eagan named after St. John Neumann. 
 

 St. John Neumann was born in Bohemia (now the Czech 

Republic) in 1811.  John was looking forward to being ordained a 
priest, but the bishop decided there would be no more ordinations.  

It’s difficult for us to imagine, but Bohemia was overstocked with 
priests.  John wrote all over Europe, but the story was the same.  

Thankfully, he didn’t give up.  He was sure that God was calling Him to 
be a priest. 

 
 He then wrote to bishops in America.  Finally, a bishop in New 

York agreed to ordain him.  In order to follow God’s call to the 
priesthood, John had to leave his home forever and travel across the 

ocean to an unfamiliar land. 
 

 As a priest, he was assigned a parish in western New York.  His 
parish boundaries stretched from Lake Ontario to Pennsylvania.  He 

spent most of his time traveling from village to village, climbing 

mountains to visit the sick, staying in taverns to teach, and celebrating 
Mass on kitchen tables.   

 
 Because of the isolation of his work, John longed for community.  

Consequently, he joined the Redemporists, a congregation of priests 
and brothers dedicated to helping the poor. 

 
 Eventually, John was ordained bishop of Philadelphia in 1852.  

As bishop, he was the first to organize a diocesan Catholic school 
system.  He increased the number of Catholic schools in his diocese 

from 2 to 100.  He oversaw the construction of 80 parishes during his 
tenure of eight years as bishop (one per month as bishop!). 

 
 Amazingly, John mastered eight languages to hear the 

confessions of his immigrant people.  After tireless service for his 
people, he died on January 5, 1860 (age 48).  He was beautified on 

October 13, 1963 (the first American bishop).  He was canonized in 

1977 and is buried in St. Peter the Apostle Church in Philadelphia. 
 

 Imagine the great loss of faith in our country had John not 
followed the Lord’s call.  Like him, may we courageously do the same. 


