
Pope John Paul II 
 

 Karol Wojtyla was born in Wadowice, Poland, on May 18, 1920.  He 
had an older brother, Edmund.  His mother died in 1929.  Edmund died in 

1932.  His father was a non-commissioned army officer and died in 1941.  
 

 Karol made his First Holy Communion when he was nine years old. 
He was confirmed at age 18.  After high school, Karol enrolled in a school 

of drama in Cracow (1938).  Unfortunately, the university closed in 1939 
because of the Nazi occupation forces.  Subsequently, Karol worked in a 

quarry (1940-1944) and then in a chemical factory to earn a living and 
escape deportation to Germany. 

 
 Karol began taking courses in an underground seminary of Cracow 

in 1942.  After the Second World War, he continued his studies in the 
major seminary in Cracow.  He was ordained to the priesthood on 

November 1, 1946. 
 
 Karol was then sent to Rome where he studied under the French 

Dominican, Garrigou-Lagrange.  He finished his doctoral studies in 1948.  
He studied the works of St. John of the Cross.  In 1948, he returned to 

Poland and served as vicar of various parishes in Cracow and chaplain for 
the university students until 1951.  He successfully defended his thesis in 

1953.   
 

 Karol became professor of moral philosophy and social ethics in the 
major seminary in Cracow.  On July 4, 1958, Pope Pius XII appointed him 

Auxiliary Bishop of Cracow.  On January 1, 1964, Pope Paul VI nominated 
Karol as the Archbishop of Cracow.  He was appointed Cardinal on June 

26, 1967.   
 

 Karol participated at the Second Vatican Council and made an 
important contribution to Gaudium et Spes (Joy and Hope), one of the 
major constitutions of the Council.   

 
 Karol was elected as pope on October 16, 1978, and became known 

as Pope John Paul II.  His travels and work as pope were truly 
remarkable.  He completed 95 pastoral visits outside of Italy and 142 

within Italy.   
 

 He wrote 14 encyclicals, 13 apostolic exhortations, 11 apostolic 
constitutions, and 42 apostolic letters.  He also published three books.  He 

proclaimed beatified 1,310 and canonized 469 saints.  He created 201 
cardinals.  Without question, Pope John Paul II was truly an outstanding 

witness of our faith, beacon of hope, and inspiration of charity for 
millions!  Pope St. John Paul II, pray for us! 



A special thanks to Catholic online for this great information!  The source 
of much of the background about Pope St. John Paul II can be found at 

http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=6996 
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