
 I would be remiss if I did speak of St. John Vianney on his feast day 
given that he is the patron saint of parish priests.  Born in 1786 (just three 

years before the French Revolution), the Curé of Ars was a farm hand until 
age nineteen, when he began studies for the priesthood. 

 
 Most people are fairly familiar that St. John Vianney struggled in 
school, especially with Latin.  It’s said that his tutor was a seminarian named 

Mathias Loras, who eventually became a missionary in the United States, and 
the first bishop of Dubuque.  It was only with great difficulty that he was 

ordained to the priesthood in 1815.   
 
 Three years after ordination (1815), St. John was assigned to a 

remote village called Ars, which had a population of only 230 people.  The 
bishop probably figured he could do little harm there.  On his way there, he 

got lost and two men attending flocks had to point him in the right direction.   
 
 When he got there, virtually no one was practicing the faith.  The 

French Revolution resulted in a lot of ignorance and indifference.  Thus, when 
he first arrived, he was virtually alone when celebrating Mass.  

 
A few days later, however, some of the faithful came to see what he 

was doing – after all, what does a priest do in a small village where no one is 
practicing the faith?  They found him on his knees in prayer before the 
tabernacle – and they found him in this position morning, afternoon, 

evening, and at night.  He was storming heaven with his prayers. 
 

 Slowly, some people began to come to Mass.  They recognized that 
his words were simple, but full of heart.  He fasted often, living on a little dry 
bread, and a few boiled potatoes.  When he listened to people, he was kind 

and meek, a true father reminding them of the love of Jesus Christ. 
 

Little by little, the town began to be transformed.  People who heard 
him felt drawn to the confessional.  It took him about 10 years to renew Ars, 
and the place changed so much that even neighboring towns began to take 

notice.   
 

Eventually, St. John began spending up to 16 hours per day hearing 
confessions.  Thousands from across Europe and around the world went to 
Ars to see the priest consumed by prayer, penance, and hearing confessions.  

In 1858-59, it’s said that over 100,000 pilgrims visited Ars.  
  

Over the course of his ministry, St. John yearned for a contemplative 
life.  It’s said that he ran away from the parish three times.  The bishop and 
parishioners made sure he wasn’t going anywhere though.  On August 4, 

1859, overcome by fatigue, the tired priest passed away at 2:00 am.  He is 
an excellent example for priests of every generation.  May we pray that more 

priests today have the heart and zeal of St. John Vianney. 


