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 Last Sunday I went to visit a parishioner at the Hennepin County 

Medical Center (HCMC) who had fallen in the middle of the night.  HCMC is 

located right across the street from the Vikings stadium.  As I was coming 

out, I met a wall of Vikings fans who were getting excited for the game.   

 Walking into the parking lot, I came across a woman who had half of 

her face painted purple.  Right behind her was a gentleman who was bald 

and his entire head was painted purple.  It was one of those moments you 

think, “Please don’t hurt me.  I am not a packer fan.  I’m just a young 

priest.”  I wanted to pull a Jonah – run in the opposite direction.   

 This weekend we have the squirrely prophet Jonah, who happens to be 

my favorite prophet.  I can identify with him!  Most of you are familiar with 

the story.  The Lord tells Jonah to set out for the great city of Nineveh, and 

preach against it.   

 He is told to go by land to the East.  Jonah, however, does the exact 

opposite.  He goes by sea to the West – to Tarshish, the edge of the ancient 

world, located in Spain today.   

 It’s interesting how the author tells us how Jonah runs away from the 

Lord.  Jonah  goes “down to Joppa,” then down to the ship (1:3).  We then 

hear that he “had gone down into the hold of the ship.” (1:5)  The idea, 

then, is that Jonah is moving down, down, down, away from the Lord.    
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 If we are honest with ourselves, we all have a little “Jonah” in us.      

Like Jonah, we have all had moments like this.  There are times when we 

know that the Lord is asking us to do something.  And yet, in fear or in 

stubbornness, we run in the opposite direction.  

 If you remember the story, the Lord sends a storm, which begins 

breaking up the ship so that the mariners start panicking.  There is a good 

principle here.  Whenever you run from the Lord and decide to do your own 

thing, it’s spells disaster not only for you, but for those around you.  Sin and 

running from the Lord always brings misery for you and those around you.  

 Thankfully, the Lord in His wisdom knows how to work with those like 

Jonah.  He stirs up a storm, and in response, the sailors throw Jonah over 

the side of the ship where he is swallowed by a great fish.  Jonah prays for 

deliverance and is spit up on the shore.  The verses we heard today narrate 

Jonah’s second chance.  Jonah gets a second chance.   

 And given a second chance, Jonah knocks it out of the park.  He 

preaches to the Ninevites: “Forty days more and Nineveh shall be 

overthrown.”  It’s one of the shortest homilies in history – eight words. 

 He has amazing results.  The entire city actually listens to him and has 

its own Ash Wednesday.  Everyone is covered with ashes, even their sheep 

and cattle.  It’s a great spiritual revival.   
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 In the verses that follow today’s reading, we learn that the conversion of 

Nineveh actually angers Jonah.  He becomes angry because the Lord is gracious 

and merciful.  From this, we learn that Jonah’s conversion was not yet 

complete.  Outwardly he did what the Lord asked, but inwardly he was still 

defiant.  And yet, God remained patient and worked with him.     

 What can learn from this story?  What are some gold nuggets?  First, 

most of live pretty ordinary lives.  And there is something really beautiful about 

that.  However, as with Jonah, there are times when the Lord asks to move 

beyond our comfort zone – to step out and let go of our own projects.  

Sometimes it’s in little ways, but other times it’s in big ways.  I have said it 

before, but it’s worth saying again, “God has a mission for you that He does not 

have for anyone else.”  Only you can fulfill that mission.   

 Second, even though very often we run from the Lord, God never gives 

up on us.  Think of the person you believe is really far from the Lord – a family 

member, friend, co-worker, etc.  God has not given up on that person!  And you 

should not either.  He didn’t give up on Jonah, but found ways to bring him 

back. 

 Third, notice that God gave Jonah a second chance.  We worship a God of 

second chances.  In fact, we need second, third, fourth, and even more chances 

because we fall so frequently.  If God gives us second chances, we must be 

willing to give others second chances: forgiveness.  And this includes yourself.  

Sometimes, we are hardest on ourselves.  But if God is willing to forgive you, 

then you can forgive yourselves.   
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 Given this is Pro-life weekend, just a brief remark on my gratitude for 

those of you who support the Pro-life movement with the anniversary of Roe 

vs. Wade tomorrow.  Thank you for witnessing to life.  As Catholics, we 

respect and promote life in all stages.  Being pro-life, however, also means 

giving people second chances: extending forgiveness and mercy for those 

who have made a choice against life.  We serve a God of second chances. 

 Finally, look at the fruit of what can happen when we give people a 

second chance.  Jonah preached to Nineveh and more than 120,000 persons 

converted (4:11).  Jonah was an imperfect man.  We are too.  However, like 

Jonah, God can work through your own imperfections and struggles to bring 

God’s love to others.  You do not have to be perfect for God to use you.  In 

fact, God works beautifully through broken people like you and me!    

 In summary, here are a few things for you to ponder this week:  

 Like Jonah, God has a call – a mission that is unique to you – in 
prayer, be bold and ask Him what it is and to do it. 

 

 When you disobey and run, it leads to disaster not only for you, but for 

those around you.   
 

 Like Jonah, God never gives up on anyone – no matter how far away. 
 

 We worship a God of second chances.  He forgives and calls to imitate 
Him.  And this forgiveness includes forgiving yourself.   

 

 We don’t have to be perfect to bring the Good News of Jesus and His 

love to others.  Like Jonah, God works through our imperfections and 
weaknesses to bear fruit in our lives and in those of others.  

 

May the squirrely prophet in our first reading serve as an inspiration for you in your 

walk with Christ this week. 


