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 Our first reading is taken from the book of Jonah, which is my favorite 
prophetic book in the scripture.  Jonah is unique in that whereas the other 

prophetic books we get the words of the prophet, in Jonah we get a 
narrative about the prophet.  The author is a master storyteller. 

 
 I presume that most of you know the story.  Jonah is told to go and 

preach to Ninevah, but before the Lord finishes telling Jonah what He wants 
him to do, Jonah takes off.  He heads the exact opposite direction, for a ship 

toward Tarshish, which was considered the remotest part of the earth. 
 

 The author provides an interesting way of showing that Jonah is 
running away from the Lord.  Jonah goes “down” to Joppa.  Then he goes 

“down” to the ship.  Then he goes “down” into the hull of the ship.  Jonah, 
then, goes “down, down, down,” away from the Lord.  Thankfully, however, 

the Lord stays close to the prodigal prophet. 

 
 God stirs up a storm, and in response, the sailors throw Jonah over 

the side of the ship where he is swallowed by a great fish.  Jonah prays for 
deliverance and is spit up on the seashore.  Our verses today narrate 

Jonah’s second chance. 
 

 Oddly enough, after Jonah preached to the Ninevites, they actually 

listened to him.  We are supposed to see some irony here.  Whereas God’s 

own people rarely listened to the prophets, the Gentile pagans actually do.  

Ninevah basically has its own Ash Wednesday in that they cover themselves 

with ashes.  Even their cattle and sheep receive ashes.  

 What we don’t hear is that their conversion actually angers Jonah.  

This tells us that his conversion wasn’t complete.  Jonah did what God 

wanted outwardly, but inwardly he was still defiant.   

 For us today, if we are honest we all have a little Jonah in us.  We 

secretly get mad or jealous when God is extremely merciful.  We think, 

“That’s not fair.”  It’s important to remember, however, that God “wills 
everyone to be saved and to come knowledge of the truth.” (1 Tim. 2:4)  

This salvation comes through Christ.  
 

On a brighter note, notice what just one person can do!  Ninevah was 
an enormously large city (more than 120,000 persons in this city)          

(Jon. 4:11).  Like Jonah, God can work through our own imperfections and 
struggles to evangelize others.  We don’t have to be perfect for God to use 

us.  In fact, God works beautifully through broken people.  May God use us 
this Lent as He did for Jonah to bring about conversion and His kingdom.   


