
St. Joseph 
 

 Today is a very special day for the Church because we celebrate the 
solemnity of St. Joseph, the patron of the universal Church.  We love St. 

Joseph very much not only because he protected and provided for Mary 
and Jesus, but he also does so for the Church.  

 
 One of the things I love about St. Joseph is his quiet presence.  

Although we do have single word recorded from Him in the bible, he is 
one of the greatest saints in our tradition.  This makes me think how 

important a person’s character and actions are as compared to words. 
 

 One of the consistent themes we hear about St. Joseph is that 
every time something is asked of him, he does it.  For example, when he 

was struggling with decision of Mary’s pregnancy, the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream and revealed to him the truth of the matter.  And then we 

hear, “When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took his wife into his own home.” 
 

 A little later, again when he was sleeping, the Lord asked him to 
take Mary and Jesus to Egypt to protect them.  Joseph again responded 

right away.  The Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream twice.  Apparently, 
poor Joseph never gets much sleep because the Lord keeps waking him 

up!   
 

 In short, Joseph never complained or argued with the Lord.  When 
asked to do something, he did it with great joy.  He was completely 

obedient to what God asked of him. 
 

 Finally, we are grateful for Joseph because he worked hard and 
protected Mary and Jesus.  Today, we pray to Joseph often asking him to 

protect our families and our parish.    
 
 For us today, a great question to reflect upon is to ask, “In what 

way am I like St. Joseph?  In what way am I not?”  Obviously, Joseph 
was a man of prayer given that he was consistently obedient to God. 

 
 A second question to ask like St. Joseph, in what way do I protect 

the things of God?  Joseph displayed great courage in very difficult 
situations.  He stood up for Jesus and Mary, even when it cost him.   And 

yet, God always provided.   
 

 On this, the feast day of the Church, may we turn to Joseph and 
ask for his intercession that little by little, we will imitate his character, 

strength, and faith in carrying out what God asks of us. 


