
Jubilee Year 
 

 Today our first reading gives us the passage about the jubilee 

year (fiftieth year).  We learn that this year is sacred and that all 
slaves and prisoners are set free.  Additionally, all debts are forgiven 

and all property returns to the original owner.  The Jubilee Year stood 
as a reminder of God's providence and mercy.   

 
 Additionally, the Jubilee Year caused a deep recession to hit the 

people of Israel every 50 years.  Prices of land hit rock bottom in the 
years right before the jubilee year.  It had the same effect as an 

excessive tax on property.   
  

 We learn from this reading that when purchasing property, you 
are really purchasing a set of harvests.  The reading says, “When the 

years are many, the price shall be so much the more; when the years 

are few, the price shall be so much the less.”  In other words, property 
in year three would be much more expensive than in the years right 

before the Jubilee Year. 
 

 Essentially, the jubilee year eliminated the ability to accumulate 
huge amounts of wealth.  It was a kind of social doctrine in miniature. 

It reminded people that while they had the right to private property, 
they must remember that goods were meant for all.  Ultimately, the 

land and property belonged to God.  The people merely rented it.   
 

 This reading serves as the basis for the Christian jubilee, or a 
year where we emphasize God’s mercy and forgiveness.  The Church 

celebrates a jubilee every 25 years.  However, the pope can also call 
an Extraordinary Jubilee to emphasize a particular event or theme.  In 

2016, Pope Francis declared an Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy.  

 
 Here is what the pope said for this year: "Here, then, is the 

reason for the Jubilee: because this is the time for mercy. It is the 
favorable time to heal wounds, a time not to be weary of meeting all 

those who are waiting to see and to touch with their hands the signs of 
the closeness of God, a time to offer everyone, everyone, the way of 

forgiveness and reconciliation.”  He then asked the Mother of God to 
open our eyes to experience the extraordinary jubilee of mercy as 

faithful and fruitful witnesses of Christ.   
 

 May you allow the Lord to use you every day as His instruments 
that all those around you may experience His continued mercy, 

forgiveness, and love in their lives!  May you be a jubilee for others!  


