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St. Lucy 

 Today the Church honors St. Lucy, who was martyred early in the 

fourth century under the Diocletian persecution.  Her name means “light” 

and she is the patron saint of blindness.  She was born in Syracuse Sicily 

around 283 AD and according to tradition raised in a noble family.   

 One of the traditions concerning Lucy puts forth that she had 

consecrated herself to Christ at a young age.  This was something basically 

unheard of at the time.  Her mother had arranged for her to be married.  

Therefore, Lucy had to convince her that Christ was real and that He was her 

only bridegroom.   

 Her mother had long been ill, so Lucy convinced her mother that she 

would be cured if they went to St. Agatha’s tomb.  St. Agatha was martyred 

in Sicily about 50 years before.  The two prayed at the tomb, but fell asleep.  

Lucy’s mother, however, was cured.  In gratitude she allowed Lucy to give 

her money to the poor and commit her life to God. 

 The rejected bridegroom, unfortunately, was unhappy about this.  He 

denounced her to the governor as a Christian.  Legend has it that when the 

governor tried to send her away, the Holy Spirit made her so heavy that she 

couldn’t be moved.  A painting from the 16th century even shows Lucy tied 

to a team of oxen trying to move her.   

 The governor ordered her to be killed after being tortured.  He had her 

eyes torn out.  Oftentimes Lucy is depicted holding a dish with her two eyes 

on it.  She was then surrounded by bundles of wood set on fire.  However, 

the fire went out, symbolizing that her passions were under control.  Lucy 

prophesied against her persecutors and killed by being stabbed in the throat.    

 Without question, Lucy is a wonderful example of a saint who stood up 

as a Christian in spite of torture and death.  For her, Christ is true life and no 

one could take that away.  We commend her for her faith, a faith that aided 

in the cure of her mother, that encouraged her take a vow of virginity, that 

enabled her to give her livelihood away, and that caused her to be 

immovable in the face of terribly tortures.  We thank God for her great faith. 

 Lucy was the light of Christ for those around her.  Through her 

intercession and by God’s grace, may we be the light of Christ for those 

around us.  St. Lucy, pray for us! 


