
 Today we hear some of the most famous verses in all of the Scriptures 

where the Archangel Gabriel reveals to Mary that she is going to be the 

mother of the Messiah.   

 What’s interesting is that Mary does not seem troubled so much by the 

presence of the angel, but rather because of the angel’s greeting.  The angel 

refers to Mary as “full of grace.”  No angel had ever honored someone with 

such an exalted title.  The title indicates that Mary has been graced, is 

graced, will always be graced.  In other words, Mary receives all the grace 

necessary to fulfill her mission as the Mother of God. 

 We then hear what this noble mission will be.  Her son will be given 

the throne of David.  In 2 Samuel, God promised David that one of his sons 

would always sit upon the throne.   Additionally, David was promised an 

everlasting kingdom.  The child to be born, we hear, will receive the throne 

and establish the Kingdom forever.   

 The idea, then, is that Mary’s Son will reunite the human family into 

covenant with God.  All of the hopes and fears of Israel will find their answer 

in this child.  If you are Mary, this is a lot to take in about a two or three 

minute conversation!   

 Thankfully, she gives her famous “fiat” or “Let it be done to me 

according to your word.”  Interestingly, while Mary receives a lot of 

information – many blessings indeed – she does not receive the “how” this 

plan will unfold.  She gives her vow here at the Annunciation, but the way 

these blessings will be fulfilled is not yet revealed. 

 In this light, I think of vows that married couples make.  They give 

their “yes” to each other before God, family, and friends, but they have no 

idea what that “yes” will entail.  The same is true for a priest or a religious 

sister.  In making their vows, they do not know what their “yes” will entail.  

And this is good.   

 Whether married or a religious, one must trust that God will be 

faithful.  They must depend upon Him in both “good times” and “in bad.”  

Mary, for her part, is a model disciple in this light.  She gives her “yes” again 

and again – at Cana, in Jesus’ public ministry, and at the Cross.  Like her, 

we are called to give our “yes” to God every day.  In doing so, we will fulfill 

the mission God gives to us, just as Mary faithfully fulfilled the mission given 

to her. 


