
Visitation of Mary 
 

 Today’s gospel of Mary’s visitation to Elizabeth is quite familiar 
for most of you.  We hear that Mary sets out “in haste” to a town of 

Judea. This is a beautiful image. 
 

 Mary goes so quickly because she knows her mission.  One of 
the beautiful things about being in tune with the Lord and His purpose 

is that it gives you energy and joy.  You know you’re caught up in 
something much bigger than yourself. 

 
 One of the great challenges in our culture (especially with young 

people) is to help people understand they are apart of God’s great 
drama or story.  Instead of God’s play, many people simply believe 

they write and direct their own play, of which they star in.  “That’s 

good for you, but not for me.”  This is called moral relativism. 
 

 Unfortunately, moral relativism leads to spiritual sloth.  When 
you don’t see yourself as part of a God’s great play, spiritual laziness 

sets in quickly.   
 

 I recently listened to a homily by Fr. Barron where he gives the 
image of a river.  A river with firm banks has energy and direction.  If 

you knock down the banks, all you get is a big lazy lake.  It doesn’t go 
anywhere.  There is no direction or energy.  Hence, if you don’t see 

yourself as part of a bigger plan, why pray?  Why be zealous for God? 
 

 John Henry Cardinal Newman famously once said, “God has 
created me to do Him some definite service. He has committed some 

work to me which He has not committed to another. I have my 

mission.”  He added that while we may not know it in this life, we shall 
be told it in the next.   

 
 Mary, for her part, knew her mission.  The Lord touched her 

deeply and as a result, she sets out “in haste” to share her joy with 
Elizabeth. 

 
 As we turn the final corner for Christmas, ask the Lord, “What is 

my mission?”  “How can I best serve you?”  You can be assured that if 
the good Lord has called you to some definite purpose, He will see you 

to it and through it!  May you know your mission and like Mary, set out 
“in haste” to fulfill it. 


