
 Luke presents us today with two significant figures, Zechariah 
and Elizabeth, who are in some sense like the supporting cast to the 

main figures of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph.  Together, they represent all 
that is good from the Mosaic Law and the priesthood.  Stemming from 

a priestly family, they are presented as model Jews. 
 

 However, we also learn there is a major problem.  They are not 
able to conceive a child.  In this way, we are reminded of other 

significant spouses in the OT such as Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and 
Rebekah, and Jacob and Rachel.  Each of these couples experienced 

barrenness, but once they conceived, brought forth a very significant 
child in God’s plan of salvation. 

 
 We then hear how Zechariah was chosen by lot to enter the 

Temple to burn incense.  In doing so, he in some sense represents 

Israel before God and prays on behalf of all the people.  This was 
considered a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.  It was the pinnacle of 

Zechariah’s priesthood – the greatest day in his life. 
 

 Then, of course, we hear about his encounter with the Archangel 
Gabriel.  The angel reveals that not only will Elizabeth bear a child, but 

also how great this child will be.  Filled with the Holy Spirit even from 
his mother’s womb, the child will go before the Lord’s anointed in the 

spirit and power of Elijah and fulfill the final words of the prophet 
Malachi (3:23-24), the last of the prophets.    

 
 Finally, because of his disbelief, Zechariah is given a silent 

retreat.  He will have nine months to ponder and pray about Gabriel’s 
message and the mission his son will have in God’s plan of salvation. 

 

 I am not sure about you, but this scene with Zechariah gives me 
great hope.  First, when facing a distressful situation, he prays.  We 

can assume he prayed for a while, trusting that God would hear his 
prayer.  Like Zechariah, we too face difficult situations in family, at 

work, in life, etc.  God hears our prayers.  He may not answer them 
the way we expect, but He does hear them.  This is comforting. 

 
 Second, although Zechariah doubted, he is given a second 

chance.  He spent time in silence, presumably contemplating and 
pondering Gabriel’s message.  Once able to speak, he hits a home run 

with the Benedictus, his canticle of praise.  As with Zechariah, God 
gives us second, third, and fourth chances.  He is truly merciful.  This, 

too, gives us great comfort. 


