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 Earlier this week I got a chance to get out take a walk to enjoy 

these beautiful days we have been experiencing.  As I was walking, I 

encountered a couple of little ankle biter dogs.  Naturally, once they 

saw me they got excited and started pulling on the leash to get near 

me.  The woman walking her dogs said, “They don’t bite.”  I reached 

out my hand to pet one, and it jumped up and bit my arm.   

 It’s been a while since a dog has bitten me.  The woman was 

embarrassed and said, “Oh I am sorry, did he bite you?”  Like Jesus 

speaking to doubting Thomas, I wanted to say, “Put your hand in the 

teeth marks and see.  Do not be unbelieving, but believe.”     

 That little dog needed a good dose of Jesus.  This weekend 

seventy-two are sent out.  In context, it’s helpful to keep in mind that 

a good many of these disciples spent a quite a bit time with Christ 

before being sent out.  They’ve listened to his parables.  They 

witnessed His miracles – the storm on the sea, healing of a demoniac, 

and saw Jesus heal a boy with a demon (chapters 8 & 9).    

 My first thought: We see the importance of spending time with 

Christ before being sent out.  One must “be with Jesus” before “being 

sent.”  They have seen Jesus face opposition, which will help them 

when they experience it as well. 
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 Next, we hear Jesus sends them out two by two.  Life is just 

easier when you have a good friend, a companion, at your side.  You 

can lean on each other for support.  Friends help you when you are 

discouraged.  Sent in pairs, they can pray for each other.  Our faith is 

very communal.  Christianity is a team sport.  Interestingly, the early 

Church used this model of evangelization.  For example, in the Acts of 

the Apostles, the early Church sends out Paul and Barnabas together 

on their first missionary journey (Acts 13:2).   

 Next, Jesus says to ask the master of the harvest to send 

out laborers for his harvest.  Jesus keeps it simple.  Ask for what 

you need.  Oftentimes, I have thought, “Ok, Lord, you called me to do 

this.  Please grant me the grace to carry it out.”  There is a saying, “If 

the Lord calls you to it, He will see you through it.”  The Lord always 

gives the graces you need for the things He calls you to do.   

 The seventy-two are sent out like lambs amidst the wolves.  

The dog that bit me was like a little wolf.  Wolves are aggressive and 

intelligent.  They have upright ears and sharp teeth.  They also 

oftentimes travel in packs.  Lambs, on the other hand, tend to be quiet 

and gentle.  They also tend to be obedient.   On a natural level, lambs 

are no match for wolves.  Wolves are bigger, stronger, more 

intelligent, and faster.  However, the lambs are not alone.  The Good 

Shepherd, Christ, is with them.  They have nothing to fear. 
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 Next, we hear the instruction to travel in simplicity: no money 

bag, no sack, and no sandals.  Today, this would be like traveling 

without a suitcase, wallet, or food.  The seventy-two are to depend on the 

Lord.  A life is simplicity speaks volumes.  A life of simplicity makes it 

easier to carry out the mission.   

 The seventy-two are to extend the gift of peace.  Peace is one of 

the gifts of friendship with God.   Households or families that are 

intentional about their faith still have problems, but they have an 

underlying sense of peace through it all. 

 We then hear about the shaking the dust from their feet for 

those who reject them.  In every age, there will be some who reject 

the gospel.  We bump up against the mystery of free will – the ability to 

say “no” to God.  We who say “yes” to God must be patient and pray for 

those who say “no.”  We ask and hope that their “no” will become “yes.” 

 Finally, the seventy-two return full of excitement over their 

success.  Jesus reminds, them, however, that it is more important to 

remain faithful to Him than to be successful.  Mother Teresa once 

famously said: God does not ask us to be successful, but rather to be 

faithful – faithful to our state in life, faithful in the relationships in our 

families; faithful to our job, faithful to our daily prayer and coming to 

Mass; faithful in serving Him by serving others.  The key is to be 

persistent – day in and day out.  In short, we stay faithful to God, ask for 

what you need, and leave the results to the Lord.  


