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 A number of years ago I went to volunteer at Mary Jo Copeland’s 

Sharing and Caring Hands where we washed the feet of the poor.  This was 

the first time I met Mary Jo Copeland.  She was a lot feistier than I thought 

– I really liked that about her.  We got to talking a little and as we were 

talking our gloves off, she said to me, “You know Lenny, people want a lot of 

different things.  But the most important thing is doing God’s will.”  I heard 

that a lot in my life, but for some reason, when she said it it was different.  

 In today’s gospel, Jesus teaches His disciples how to pray.  While 

obviously we could spend a lot of time on this most treasured prayer of the 

Church, I thought I would one of the ways of doing God’s will.  Namely, 

praying that “His kingdom come.”   God wills that His kingdom come. 

 With this phrase, we are essentially that God’s reign, His rule, or His 

kingship be accomplished.  One of the Church Fathers said that only the 

saints pray for the coming of God’s kingdom.  It is not fitting for the wicked 

to pray this because they do not want the Lord’s judgment while they are 

still in their sins.   

 The saints on the other hand, confident that they will shine in the 

kingdom of the Father, confidently pray, “They kingdom come.” 

 Augustine, for his part, says that God’s kingdom is going to come no 

matter what.  In praying, “thy kingdom come,” we are essentially asking to 

live in accord with the coming of the kingdom.  In other words, you are 

praying for yourself that you may lead a good life.  He says it this way, “May 

the kingdom that is to come to your saints and your righteous ones also 

come to us.”   

 One of the primary ways that God brings about His kingdom is through 

worthy reception of the Eucharist.  It is not accident that right after we 

petition for God’s kingdom to come, we then ask “Give us each day our daily 

bread.”  In nourishing us with the Jesus, the Bread come down from Heaven, 

we become more united with Jesus and one other.  This brings about the 

kingdom of heaven because that’s what heaven essentially is – complete 

union with Christ and in Him, one other. 

 Our task, then, is to help bring people to the Eucharist.  In doing so, 

we help bring about the kingdom.     


