
Fr. Andrie Page 1 
 

 If you have been following the daily Mass readings, you may know that 

this week Jesus has been speaking about prayer.  When the disciples saw 

Jesus praying, they asked Him, “Lord, teach us to pray just as John taught 

His disciples.”  Jesus then provided them with what we know as the Lord’s 

Prayer.   

 Then yesterday, Jesus spoke to His disciples about the importance of 

being persistent in prayer.  We are to ask, seek, and knock.  In doing so, we 

will receive, find, and the door will be opened for us. 

 After hearing about the teaching on prayer, Jesus then drives out a 

demon.  In other words, Jesus drives out the demon after speaking about 

prayer, which helps us to see that one must first pray, and only after prayer, 

can one push back the kingdom of the evil one. 

 Additionally, today we hear after driving out the demon, some people 

accuse Jesus of actually working with the evil one.  Others ask for a “sign 

from heaven” in order to test Him.   

 In today’s Gospel, then, we see a major contrast between those who 

are with Jesus versus those who are against Him.  Those who are with Him 

eagerly receive how to pray.  Furthermore, they ask God for the Holy Spirit 

from heaven and to be delivered from final testing. 

 Those against Jesus, on the other hand, do not ask for the Holy Spirit, 

but rather demand a sign from Him.  They do not ask to be delivered from 

testing, but rather put Jesus to the test.  Finally, they do not recognize in 

Jesus the one who proclaims the kingdom of the Father, but rather accuse 

Him of being a minion of Satan’s rule. 

 We sense in today’s gospel, then, that there is a major battle going on 

between two kingdoms.  There is Satan’s kingdom, with his minions that is 

heavily armed and maintained a grip on people.  However, with the 

appearance of Jesus, the “strong man,” the kingdom of God is breaking into 

history.  Jesus is “taking away the armor” and “distributing the spoils.”   

 For us today, this battle still occurs.  However, we know that God has 

already won the victory with the death and Resurrection of Christ.  Our part, 

however, is to participate in that victory so that the kingdom of God which is 

already present today, but still yet to come in all its fullness.  To quote the 

Lord’s Prayer, “Lord, thy kingdom come, thy will be done.”    


