
 A couple of years ago, my mentor priest and I were talking in 
the car about all the struggles in the local church.  The priest said 

something that touched my heart, “Never be afraid of the light.”  In 
other words, always live in the light and you will have nothing to fear. 

 
 I thought about that advice when I hear today’s gospel.  “There 

is nothing concealed that will not be revealed, nor secret that will not 
be known.”   There is something both frightening about this verse and 

something comforting. 
 

 It should make us a little anxious because all of us have made 
mistakes.  All of us have sinned and would probably be embarrassed if 

our sins were publicized.  Tradition refers to final revealing where 
everything comes to light as the “Last Judgment.”  Here is what the 

catechism says concerning the Last Judgment: 

 
 “In the presence of Christ, who is Truth itself, the truth of each 

man's relationship with God will be laid bare.  The Last Judgment will 
reveal even to its furthest consequences the good each person has 

done or failed to do during his earthly life” (CCC 1039).  The 
Catechism adds that the Last Judgment calls people to God to 

conversion while there is still time.     
 

 Practically speaking, the Church provides the sacrament of 
reconciliation, where we are honest with God, the Church, and 

ourselves.  In confession, we bring things to the light today so that we 
can be forgiven and not fearful when they are brought to light later. 

 
 Second, the Church recommends the daily examination of 

conscience every night.  This is just a short time for prayer to examine 

the day – how we cooperated with grace, and where we did not.  We 
thank God for the good things He did through us, and ask for 

forgiveness where we have failed.   
 

 For us today, I return to that priest’s comment.  Always live in 
the light.  Even when you are alone, or speak to someone in private, 

always keep in mind, “How will I feel when this is made known to 
everyone?”  How does my speech and actions contribute to the 

Kingdom of God?  For the times we have not done so, get right with 
God today and you will have nothing to be afraid of when in the end, 

everything comes to light. 
 


