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 Sometimes I scratch my head from the way that Jesus responds to 

question.  It’s like He doesn’t hear the person or just takes things in his own 

direction.  Peter asks, “Lord, is this parable meant for us or for everyone.”  I 

would think Jesus would say, “Peter, that’s a great question.  You always ask 

such good questions.  This parable is meant to everyone.  Everyone must be 

a good steward because he or she doesn’t not know when the Son of Man 

will come.”   And yet, Jesus doesn’t respond this way.    

 He answers Peter’s question, but does so indirectly.  In fact, if we look 

at His words more closely, we see that Jesus even goes beyond what Peter 

asks.  He does so by making a couple of key distinctions.   

 First, Jesus distinguishes between those who are faithful to the end 

and those who neglect their responsibilities and serve themselves.  Those 

who are faithful to what the Lord entrusts them will be blessed.  Those who 

are careless and use their authority unjustly will be punished. 

 Second, Jesus distinguishes between those who know God’s will, yet 

do not do it and those who are ignorant of God’s will.  Notice that it’s 

important not only to know God’s will, but also to do it! 

 Essentially, Jesus tells Peter that the parable is not just meant for him 

and His companions, but for everyone.  The Lord puts everyone in charge of 

something.  For many, He entrusts them with their family – taking care of 

one’s spouse and children.  For others, they are entrusted with 

responsibilities at school or work.   

 For bishops and priests, they are entrusted with a diocese or a parish.  

At the very least, each person is entrusted with his or her own soul.           

St. Charles Borromeo speaks about taking care of the parish of your own 

soul.     

 What does this mean for us today?  First, not only are we called to 

know God’s will, but also to do it!  We must carry out what the Lord asks.   

 Second, the Lord entrusts all of us to some degree with responsibility 

of caring for others, whether it’s a family, a parish, or just our daily 

responsibilities.  Obviously, we want to ask Jesus to give us the grace to be 

faithful stewards of what He entrusts to us.  And may we be faithful 

everyday, waiting patiently for the hour when the Son of Man will come 

again.   


