
Come to Set a Fire on Earth 
 

 Let’s take a look at our gospel this morning.  Obviously, Jesus is 
not an arsonist.  Fire is a metaphor for purification or judgment.   In 

terms of the latter, Elijah called down judgment on the prophets of 
Baal with fire (1 Kgs 18:36-40).  James and John wanted to cast down 

fire on the Samaritans who refused them hospitality (9:54). 
 

 Additionally, Jesus uses the metaphor of “baptism” which is a 
veiled reference to His suffering and death.  In response to James and 

John’s desire for places of honor, Jesus had asked them whether they 
could drink from the cup that He drinks, and to be “baptized” with the 

baptism that He is baptized with (Mk 10:38). 
 

 Jesus then goes on to speak of his great anguish until it is 

accomplished.  In this light, think of a time you anxiously anticipated 
something that you knew would be difficult (e.g., surgery, a hard test, 

a job interview, etc.).  The waiting can be as painful (or even more so) 
as the event itself.   

 
 The second half of our gospel speaks about the division that can 

result from following Christ.  While Jesus is the “Prince of Peace,” the 
results of His mission cause division.  In other words, not all will follow 

Christ with enthusiasm.  Simeon had prophesied shortly after His birth 
that the child would be “destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, 

and to be a sign that will be contradicted” (Lk 2:34). 
 

 We then hear about examples of the division that will occur 
because of Jesus.  Namely, there will be division in the family, the 

basic building block of society.  Natural relationships (e.g., father/son, 

mother/daughter) and legal relationships (e.g., mother-in-law and 
daughter-in-law) will be strained.  Note: Let’s be honest, not all 

friction that exists between mother-in-laws and daughter-in-laws is 
because of Jesus! 

 
 In other words, there will be different responses to Jesus.  Some 

will put Him at the center of their lives, while others will resist Him.  
The difference responses will cause fracturing in families.  This has 

certainly proved true throughout the centuries! 
 

 For us today, ask God in prayer to set your heart on fire with the 
love of Christ.  And ask Him for the docility or openness to participate 

in the “baptism” of Christ.  After all, St. Paul reminds us that if we 
have died with Him, we shall also live with Him (2 Tim. 2:12). 


