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 Today’s gospel follows yesterday’s startling statements by Jesus that 

He has not come to bring unity on earth, but rather division.  Jesus speaks 

about how even those of the same household will be divided because of Him.  

Some people believe that His teaching and deeds are from God, while others 

accused Him of being a minion of Satan who is trying to deceive the people. 

 Evidently, Simeon’s prophecy that the child Jesus would eventually be 

a “sign spoken against” is coming to fulfillment (Lk 2:34).   In short, some 

people have been accepting Jesus, while others have not.  

 With this division in mind, Jesus warns them of the need to interpret 

the present time.  Just as they use the appearance of the sky to interpret 

the coming weather, so they should use the signs of His teaching and His 

miracles to interpret that He truly is sent from God. 

 Additionally, He reminds them of the urgency in doing so.  Jesus and 

His disciples have been journeying from Galilee to Jerusalem.  They are the 

ones “on the way.”  Consequently, just as one must settle with his opponent 

on the way before meeting the magistrate, so those who are opposed to 

Jesus must settle with Him before His death and Resurrection.  If they do 

not, it will be much harder for them in the judgment to come.   

 And to drive His point home, in tomorrow’s Gospel we will hear Jesus 

warn his listeners that if they do not repent, they will perish.  They are 

warned to repent right away because death could come any day.  Such 

repentance, of course, means turning away from sin and accepting that God 

is visiting His people in Jesus. 

 Without question, today’s gospel is most fitting for us today.  Just as 

with Jesus’ time, we have our fair share of division in the Church.  There 

always has been such division and there always will be.  The question for us 

is – what role do we play in healing that division and how can we begin 

doing so?    

 One suggestion is to begin by healing the division that exists within 

our own hearts – the division between our flesh (weak, sinful part of 

ourselves) and our spirit that St. Paul speaks of in our first reading.  Only by 

overcoming that division – the division in our hearts – can we begin to heal 

the divisions in the Church.  A great way to start, of course, is by coming 

frequent reception of the sacraments – especially the sacraments of 

Reconciliation and the Eucharist. 


