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 In today’s gospel, we hear a man at table with Jesus cry out how 

blessed is the one who will dine in the kingdom of God.  Upon hearing this, 

Jesus presents those in the household with a parable concerning a man who 

invited many to a great dinner, but one by one they declined the invitation. 

 If we look at the excuses, the everyday things they were involved in 

were good.  After all, if you ask a farmer, tending fields is good.  It provides 

food for people and is opportunity for work.   

 Additionally, marriage is certainly good.  It was established by God in 

the order of creation and is now one of the seven sacraments of the Church.  

A sacramental marriage can be as a means of sanctification for both spouses 

and their children.   

 The question here, then, is not good versus evil, then, but rather the 

relative importance of earthly goods in light of the kingdom of heaven.  In 

short, here is the critical question we are considering: is the kingdom of 

heaven the greatest good and if so, should it outweigh all other 

commitments? 

 For the three individuals in today’s parable, the answer was a 

resounding no.  In their minds, the great banquet or the kingdom of heaven 

simply was not that valuable.  For them, earthly affairs were as important or 

even more important than the great banquet.  Therefore, they believed they 

are perfectly justified in declining the invitation. 

 In reality, however, we know the kingdom of heaven takes precedence 

over all earthly claims on life.  In other words, there must be a proper 

ordering of our loves.  God and the kingdom of heaven come first.  

Therefore, all other loves must be subordinated to them. 

 At the end of the day, the kingdom of heaven will be filled with those 

who held it to be of the highest importance.  It shaped their choices and the 

way they lived.  And according to our parable, many of these people will 

come from some unexpected places – the highways and hedgerows.   

 Our role, of course, is to keep the kingdom of God first in our lives and 

help others to do so as well.  Certainly coming to daily Mass is a terrific 

start.  For it is here that we receive a foretaste of it in the Eucharist.  

Ultimately, we hope and pray that by receiving Jesus now under the signs of 

bread and wine, we will one day receive Him fully in the kingdom of heaven. 


