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 When I was with the Diocese of Richmond in VA for my first two years 
of seminary, I was assigned with a couple of priests at a historic Church in 

the Portsmouth area.  Outside the rectory there was homeless man who lived 
right around the corner in the alley.  I remember how much he tugged at my 

heart.  Every now and then I would sneak some food out to him and have a 
little chat.  He admitted that he struggled with alcohol. 
   

 In looking at the parable, it’s interesting that we know Lazarus’ name, 
but we don’t know the name of the rich man.  He remains a nameless figure 

throughout the parable.  This seems fitting because when we live selfishly, 
we forget who we truly are – children of God called to live for others – to be 
each other’s keeper.  

 
 Lazarus has a name.  Every person on this earth, whether poor, rich, 

color, ethnicity, in the womb, or elderly, has a name.  They have dignity or 
worth in God’s eyes.  Unfortunately, the rich man was blind to this basic 
truth.   

  
 Lazarus’ name actually means “God helps.”  Given his condition, he 

must rely totally on God.  God, of course, wills to work through people, 
people like the rich man if they are willing to cooperate.  Unfortunately, the 

rich man has a closed heart.  He has become callous in that he ignores him.   
  
 In the afterlife, we hear about a reversal of fortunes.  This is one of 

the main themes that runs throughout Luke’s gospel.  In Mary’s Magnificat, 
she says, “He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, and lifted up the 

lowly.”  During his life on earth, the rich man was surrounded with friends at 
banquets.  After death, however, he is alone with only his thoughts. 
  

 Additionally, the rich man’s tongue was fully satisfied while he lived 
on earth – he ate the best food and drank choicest wines.  Now his tongue 

burns such that he asks for the help of Lazarus to cool it.   
Lazarus, too, experiences a reversal of fortunes.  Whereas it appears he had 
no friends lying at the rich man’s door each day, now he has the 

companionship of Abraham and all the blessed. 
  

 Practically speaking, always keep in mind that people are more 
important than things.  People are also more important than profits.  When 
making decisions, always keep people, especially the poor, at the forefront of 

your mind.    
 

 Additionally, we all know people in our life that are hurting, and when 
the Lord tugs at our heart to call them or send them a note.  The rich man 
appeared quite preoccupied with things.  And poor Lazarus was suffering in 

his rear view mirror.  Lazarus could be right at your front door step, or even 
in your own home.  Take time for that person.  In serving them, remember 

that you serve Christ! 

 


