
 In today’s gospel, Jesus continues His response to a question He 

received from the Pharisees.  The Pharisees had asked when the 
kingdom of God would come.  Jesus responded by saying that the 

coming of the Son of Man will be as clear as lightening that flashes and 
lights up the sky from one side to another. 

 
 Today, He speaks about how quickly the Son of Man will come.  

He compares it to the days of Noah.  People were going about their 
usual business when aside from Noah and his family the flood came 

and destroyed them all.  The same thing happened in the days of Lot, 
Abraham’s nephew, when fire and brimstone rained from the sky and 

destroyed them all. 
 

 Obviously, the idea is that one must always be watchful because 
he or she never knows when the end will come.  Some of the Church 

Fathers provide some interesting interpretations on these verses. 

 
 For example, Augustine comments on the one who is on the 

housetop and not to go down and get his possessions.  He provides a 
spiritual interpretation saying that the one who has progressed in the 

spiritual life must not return to a carnal life or a life of the flesh. 
 

 Furthermore, Cyril of Alexandria provides a spiritual 
interpretation for the one sowing in the field.  He equates sowing with 

spreading the Word of God.  The one sowing in the field or spreading 
God’s Word should not return to his former way of life. 

 
 The line I have always found difficult to interpret is the last line.  

Jesus says to them, “Where the body is, there also the vultures will 
gather.”  First, I never knew what it meant.  Second, I couldn’t figure 

out how it followed from what was said before.  It seems like it comes 

out of nowhere.   
 

 St. Ambrose interprets the vultures as the souls of the righteous 
or the faithful women who gathered around Jesus’ body at the 

crucifixion.  Additionally, the vultures could be the apostles who 
gathered around the tomb (although there was no body there).  Third, 

the vultures could be all the faithful of every time and place who 
gather around the Eucharist, the sacramental body of Christ.   

 
 In the end, all these interpretations could be correct.  The idea is 

that wherever Jesus is, we want to be there.  May we allow Jesus to 
live in us so that others can see Him and gather around Him too. 


