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 In 1935, Joseph Stalin once asked his advisor sarcastically, “The pope, 

how many divisions does the he have?”  He was asking whether he could do 

anything with Russian Catholics to help his advisor win favor with pope, to 

counter the increasing threat of Nazism.  

 Of course, the Church has no physical army.  Unless, of course, you 

count the colorful Swiss guard who protect the pope.  Like the widow, 

physically the Church is actually quite defenseless.  However, spiritually, we 

know that she is quite strong.  Like the widow, the Church is persistent in 

her prayers and ultimately, trusts that God will answer them. 

 Only the good Lord knows the countless men and women of all ages 

who pray persistently for the Church, their families, and the world.  And 

even though their prayers are not answered immediately, they continue to 

pray!  It is an expression of their faith.   

 In this light, at the end of the parable it’s interesting that at the end of 

the parable, Jesus switches from the importance of prayer to faith.  You 

would think he would have said something like, “Like the widow, never give 

up on prayer.  God will answer you.”  Instead, he asks whether the Son of 

Man will find faith on earth.   

 The move from prayer to faith signals that there is a close connection 

between the two.  Prayer is a sign of one’s faith.  Will the Son of Man find 

faith on earth?  Yes, if people pray persistently like the widow – asking God 

everyday that they stay close to Him and that His will is done – the Son of 

Man will find faith on earth.   

 Prayer is the outward sign of faith.  When we see someone praying, 

we think, “They must believe in God and that He will answer them.”  The 

one who prays demonstrates that he or she has faith.   

 The pope, how many divisions does he have?  Zero.  The Church 

doesn’t rely upon physical armies.  She leaves that to the State.  We are 

grateful that our military protects the things we cherish most.   

 The Church, for her part, relies upon the weapons of prayer, truth, 

peace, God’s Word, and the sacraments.  Like the widow, the Church calls 

out to God night and day so that He will speedily hear her.  In doing so, we 

trust that when Jesus returns, He will certainly find faith on earth.  


