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Perseverance 

It is great to be back home after spending 10 days with parishioners 

on a pilgrimage to see our patron saint and her family in Lisieux and the 

beautiful towns, countryside, and culture of France.   

 I would like to tie in our readings this weekend with some of the 

experiences on the pilgrimage.  The theme of perseverance certainly runs 

throughout our readings this weekend.  

 Moses perseveres in holding his arms high so that the battle can be 

won.  Paul tells Timothy to remain faithful, or to persevere in reading the 

Scriptures that are life-giving.  The widow perseveres in asking for a just 

decision against her adversary and receives one.         

 In terms of our pilgrimage, it was a long haul over there.  And while 

everyone was dog tired (not cat tired), but dog tired, on the first day we 

quickly discovered it was well worth it.   

There were many anointed moments and certainly many places of 

great grace.  Let me put things into three categories: (1). The Martin 

Family; (2). Cathedrals and those who built them; and our troops who on D-

day and beyond fought for freedom and our country.  Each of them, in their 

own way, sacrificed a lot and persevered.      
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Martin Family: On the second day, we arrived in Lisieux, the town 

where Louis raised his five daughters, the youngest being St. Therese.  

Lisieux is a charming place, offering all the beauty and warmth of a small 

French town.  We visited the Basilica dedicated to St. Therese, which 

receives the second most pilgrims in France behind Lourdes.   

The relics of Sts. Louis and Zelie Martin are in the crypt of the Church.  

I am happy to let you know that by God’s grace, I was able to obtain first 

class relics of Sts. Louis and Zelie Martin for our parish from the Carmelite 

Monastery.  Normally, this requires the request of a bishop, but somehow 

the Little Flower made it happen for our parish.   

Along with the Basilica, we visited their home, which was extremely 

charming.  We saw the cathedral where the Martin family went to Mass and 

prayed regularly.  In the Cathedral, the beautiful high altar was purchased 

by Louis Martin in 1888.   

Finally, while in Lisieux, visited the Carmelite Convent where             

St. Therese and her three of her sisters lived.  There, you can visit the relics 

of St. Therese.  Overall, I was struck by all the sacrifices this family made 

for each other and how much they loved our Lord.   

In almost every church we went into, there was a statue of St. Therese 

holding a crucifix with flowers.  And in many churches, there was a picture of 

her parents, Louis and Zelie Martin.  This family continues to pray for us.  I 

sense them smiling, saying, “You can do it.  Persevere.  It’s all worth it.” 
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Cathedrals: It is difficult to put into words the grandeur and size of 

the cathedrals we visited.  We visited the Cathedral in Rouen, Chartres 

Cathedral, and Notre Dame Cathedral.  We also visited Sacre Coeur or the 

Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Paris.  Last Sunday, we celebrated Mass in 

the crypt of Chartres Cathedral, which is about 50 miles southwest of Parish.  

Five cathedrals have stood on the current site, with the current structure 

almost 900 years old.  

Chartes is known for its magnificent stained-glass windows and high 

vaulted ceilings.  It also has three fragments of the veil of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, which was donated to the church in 876 AD.  The choir screen that 

surrounds the altar is filled with statues depicting the life of our Lord.  For 

those who love beauty, it was like the Times Square of Catholicism, or our 

Catholic faith on steroids.  One enters the building and the heart soars.   

On a personal note, I was speechless as I thought, “How many people, 

families, and generations made significant sacrifices and persevered to make 

this beautiful building a reality?   

Our tour guide said that many people spent their entire lives working 

on one small part of the church: An exterior wall, a few statues on the 

inside, or a stained glass window.  Their work was an expression of their 

faith.  They did it for the glory of God, knowing that others would benefit 

from their gift. 
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Finally, we made a visit to the Normandy Beaches of Utah and Omaha.  

We also visited a place called Pointe du Hoc, which is a cliff that had German 

bunkers and artillery overlooking Omaha Beach.  One can clearly see the cliff 

just off the shoreline.  Our tour guide explained that it was the job of our 

troops to climb to scale that cliff and seize the German artillery pieces.  

Germans leaned over shooting down on them as they climbed.   

 He said put yourself in the shoes of our troops.  You are behind your 

brother troop, and he reaches the top and immediately gets shot.  And you 

think, “I’m not going up there.”  But you have to.  The guy behind you 

depends on you to do your part.  Every man had to do his part.  “Sacrifice.  

Perseverance.  Determination.  Keep going. Your brother needs you.  Your 

country needs you.”  I have to tell you.  I have more admiration for our 

troops than I ever have in my life.   

We visited the Normandy American Cemetery on Omaha Beach, seeing 

thousands of white crosses.  9,388 American troops are buried there, troops 

who gave their lives for our country.  We had the privilege of celebrating 

Mass in the little chapel there, a very rare occasion.  Our guide said in 20 

years in doing tours, it was the first time he witnessed a Mass there.  We 

talked about love and sacrifice, that the two go hand in hand.  There is no 

love with sacrifice, and we are willing sacrifice because we love.   
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The Martin Family knew this and lived it.  The thousands who built 

those beautiful cathedrals knew this and lived it.  Our troops – many just 18, 

19, and 20 years old – they knew and live it.   

We are called to do the same.  Sacrifice, perseverance, and love go 

hand in hand.  Thousands have done this before us and millions do it every 

day.  We are called to do the same.  Whatever you’re going through, don’t 

give up.  Persevere.  Hang in there.  Be willing to sacrifice and persevere as 

an expression of your love.  Others have done it and you can to!   


