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Different Visions 

About a month ago, I went to the eye doctor to get my annual 

checkup.  If you have ever been to the eye doctor, you know about some of 

the tests.  One is when the optometrist brings those big glasses up to your 

face.  Your job is to tell him which lens was better, number 1 or number 2.  

Most of the time, it was pretty easy.  Sometimes, however, I feel like I break 

out into a sweat because it’s really close.  “Let me see number 1 again.  Ok.  

Let me see number 2.  Boy, these are really close.”  Obviously, the goal is to 

provide you with clear vision.  Aside from a few instances, it’s amazing how 

different things can look by flipping a lens.   

This weekend we have the theme of vision.   God sees the world one 

way and, flipping the lens, people see it another way.  Our first reading from 

Wisdom begins, “Before the Lord the whole universe is as a grain from a 

balance or a drop of morning dew come down upon the earth.”  This is quite 

a statement.  Think about a time you’ve been on an airplane flying over the 

ocean or a large city.   

By the way, planes that fly over St. Therese at night now have to fly 

much higher because our parking lot lights are so bright.  It is like Time 

Square here.  Or think about a summer evening when you look up at the 

stars and think, “I feel so small.”  You can’t even take it all in.  For God, we 

hear, the universe is a drop of morning dew come down up the earth.  For 

us, it is not so.  The universe is magnificent and incomprehensible.   
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We see this difference of vison in the gospel as well.  The people see 

Zacchaeus one way, while Jesus sees something more.  Let’s look at the 

story a little more closely.  Little Zacchaeus wants to see.  It’s helpful to 

note that right before this story, there was a blind man begging alongside 

the road.  After hearing Jesus is passing through, Jesus calls him and asks, 

“What do you want me to do for you?”  He replied, “Lord, please let me see.” 

Now we have Zacchaeus.  He wants to “see” Jesus, but is unable to 

because of his height.  Luke tells us his profession.  He is a tax collector, and 

not just any tax collector, but a chief tax collector.  He is, in the minds of his 

Jewish brothers, a traitor and untrustworthy.  Everyone sees him a certain 

way.  In fact, Luke tells us that after Jesus’ invitation for dinner, everyone 

began to grumble.  

Jesus, however, sees something more.  He sees potential.  He knows 

the power of grace and its ability to transform.  Keep in mind that Zacchaeus 

is not the first tax collector converted in Luke’s Gospel.  In chapter 5, Jesus 

called Levi (or Matthew), a tax collector, to be one of his apostles.  We 

wonder if Matthew is standing near Jesus when Zacchaeus is called.   

Additionally, last week you may remember we heard two very different 

prayers from a Pharisee and a tax collector.  The Pharisee was stuck on 

himself while the tax collector was humble and contrite.  The heart – the 

place of decision and the part of a person we can’t see – is oftentimes more 

than we can see.  We see things one way, while Jesus sees more. 
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A couple of closing thoughts on this week’s readings – one concerning 

prayer and the other as a word of gratitude to our Faith Formation staff, 

ministers, and families in light of our Faith Formation celebration this 

weekend.  

Prayer: One of the things I ask for in prayer now and then is wisdom.  

What is wisdom?  It is the view from the hilltop, to see things from God’s 

perspective.  To give you an analogy, wisdom is to see the whole pizza – all 

the slices and ingredients.  Wisdom sees how all the ingredients and spices 

come together create the flavor of the pizza.  And it is to see how all the 

slices fit together.  To see the past, present, and future, and how all the 

pieces fit together is the whole pizza.  This is God’s perspective.   

We, on the other hand, tend to see just a slice or an ingredient or two.  

Our vision of the past is sometimes selective or escapes our memory.  We 

don’t see all the details of the present, and in particular, oftentimes what 

people are carrying.  We only have a vague anticipation of the future, and 

we certainly don’t see the many details.   

Jesus encounters Zacchaeus. He knows his past, and it is a pretty 

significant past.  He sees the present and the desire for conversion.  And he 

sees the future, that Zacchaeus is a future disciple and the great good that 

he will do.  It’s not a bad thing to ask for God for wisdom, to see things from 

His perspective.  By seeing the whole picture, you are in a much better 

position to make decisions in the present.    
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Faith Formation: A word of gratitude to all who participate in Faith 

Formation on Wednesday evenings and beyond.  I understand that this year 

we have 345 students in Faith Formation, which is a record number for us.  

This year we have two full time youth ministers, Addy Diaz (high school) and 

Joe Schultz (middle school).  We are making a significant investment in our 

youth considering that just three years ago, we had a part youth minister at 

just 20 hours per week.     

As a parish, it’s important to make a significant investment in our 

youth because they are not just the future of the Church, but also part of 

the Church today.  I understand that we have over 40 opportunities for our 

youth to participate in beyond Wednesdays.      

One of the goals of Faith Formation – our staff, our catechists, and our 

youth ministers is to help parents impart wisdom to our students, i.e., to 

help them see things from God’s perspective.  This includes, of course, 

sharing what God has revealed, which is called revelation (Sacred Scripture 

and Apostolic Tradition).  And it also includes helping them look at our 

culture, including its values, from the perspective of faith and right reason.   

It’s like giving students a set of glasses – like those big glasses that an 

optometrist puts up to your face for an eye exam.  In giving them a clear 

vision, they can make choices in accord with that vision to help them shape 

their lives in accord with Christ.  Ask for wisdom in prayer.  Impart wisdom, 

God’s perspective, wherever possible.  By seeing rightly, you can live rightly.    


