
 When I was in the seminary, one of my professors once said with 

a smile that God has people take vows when they are young.  When 
we take a vow, it’s not just a promise.  Instead, it’s a promise where 

we invoke God’s name that we will fulfill whatever comes our way for 
our particular state in life. 

 
 Couples entering into the marriage covenant take vows.  I 

choose you and will love you no matter what, until you draw your very 
last breath.  They do this before God, asking Him for the grace to fulfill 

their vows. 
 

 A young man being ordained for the priesthood takes a vow.  I 
will be faithful to the Gospel, obedient to the bishop, and live a chaste 

life of simplicity all the days of my life.  I will do so for God’s glory and 
for the good of the Church. 

 

 My professor pointed out that at the Annunciation, Mary in some 
sense took a vow.  The angel Gabriel announced that she had found 

favor with God.  She would conceive a Son and name Him Jesus.  
Gabriel then pointed out all the blessings that would come forth: He 

will be the Son of the Most High, given the throne of David His Father, 
and rule over the house of Jacob forever.  In response, Mary gives her 

famous fiat, “Let is be done to me according to thy word.”  She gave 
her vow. 

 
 In today’s gospel, we have what Pope St. John Paul II called the 

“second Annunciation,” where Mary hears how God would fulfill those 
blessings.  Mary is told that her child is destined for the fall and rise of 

many in Israel, and that a sword would pierce her heart.  In other 
words, God reveals what Mary signed up for.  All the promises of the 

first Annunciation will come by way of suffering. 

 
 God often has us make vows when we are young because we are 

so eager to love and serve.  However, as you and I know, we have no 
idea what’s in store when we make those vows.  This creates an 

element of trust.  While we don’t know what’s in store, God does.   
 

 Essentially, we must say, “Lord, I have no idea what is in store 
for my vow, but I trust that no matter what comes my way, You will 

be with me (us).”  This is essentially what Mary said: “You will be with 
me.  We’re in this together.”  Like Mary, we must do that same.  

“Lord, we’re in this together.” 


