
 Today we hear about the prophetess Anna, who is another 

character in Luke’s gospel that we know very little about.  First, Luke 
says that she is a prophetess.  This may strike us a bit unusual given 

that we typically associate prophets with men. 
 

 However, there were women prophets in the Old Testament.  
Miriam, Moses sister, in the book of Exodus (15:20) and Deborah in 

the book of Judges (Judg. 4:4) were described as being prophets.  A 
prophet is someone who is God’s mouthpiece or messenger.  

 
 Additionally, we hear that Anna is the daughter of Phanuel. All 

we know about this man is that his name means, “God’s face looks 
with favor.”  Obviously, God looks with favor upon Anna.   

 
 Furthermore, Anna is said to be from the tribe of Asher.  This 

was one of the northern tribes that went into exile when the Assyrians 

overran Israel in 722 B.C. 
 

 Along with her heritage, we learn that she was married for seven 
years, but then as a widow until she was 84.  The Greek can mean 

that she remained a widow for 84 years after her marriage.  If she 
married at roughly age fourteen, this would put her at about 105. 

 
 Most importantly, we hear that she never left the temple.  She is 

always at prayer, coupled with fasting.  This is truly one of God’s most 
favored servants.  Pope Benedict XVI remarked in his third volume of 

Jesus of Nazareth that Anna is the model for the truly devout person.   
 

 Interestingly, in Luke’s narrative, this is the third male-female 
couple to bear witness to Jesus.  Zechariah and Elizabeth represent 

the priestly witness.  They are both from priestly lineage.  Joseph and 

Mary represent the kingly witness.  They are both from King David’s 
lineage.  And now, Simeon and Anna represent the prophetic witness.  

They are prophets who announce God’s redemption is at hand.  Thus, 
three couples represents the three offices: priest, prophet, and king. 

 
 For us today, Simeon and Anna remind us that at the end of the 

day, it’s the little people or the anawim who make the most difference 
in bringing about God’s kingdom.  For most people, their lives seem so 

insignificant.  However, it’s not the case in God’s eyes.  God can use 
the most “insignificant” people as instruments to make Christ known to 

others.  God’s kingdom is not so much about great names, but rather 
about great hearts who willingly love and serve the Lord day and night 

like Anna did in our gospel today.   



Asher: One of the northern tribes that went into exile when Israel was 
overthrown by the Assyrians in 582 BC and was part of the Diaspora 
(those Jews living in other areas outside Israel). Some members of this 
tribe were left behind to till the land and do menial work, but by and large 
they were in exile. 
 
Anna: (a variation on the name "Hannah" who was the mother of the Old 
Testament prophet Samuel) The name Anna did not seem to be a popular 
name in the Holy Land in the Second Temple period when these events 
ocurred. However, scholars tell us it was much more popular among 
Diaspora Jews  
 
The name "Phanuel" (which is unknown elsewhere in the Bible as a 
personal name) means "God's face looks with favor," a term used often in 
the Old Testament to express God's pleasure with his people. One might 
imagine a Jew living outside Israel to give this name to their son as a sign 
of hope of one day returning to their land (Simeon also spoke of "the 
consolation of Israel", verse 26). Perhaps Phanuel (along with his daughter 
Anna) managed to make their way back to Jerusalem from where their 
people had been in exile. 
 
Prophetess: Anna herself points to a prophecy: the prophecy that runs 
through the prophetic books (especially Isaiah) that "all Israel" will be 
restored, i.e., "the redemption of Israel," when all the tribes would be 
brought back to Israel. It is clear that when she saw the infant Messiah 
brought to the Temple, she saw that this restoration was about to begin. 
However, as we know, God would not only incorporate the exiled Jews, but 
from even among the Gentiles, God's whole people would be brought 
together. As Simeon said right before this: "My eyes have seen your 
salvation which you have prepared in the sight of all peoples, a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel." (Luke 2:30-
32. See also Isaiah 52:10). 
 
Hope that helps. 


