
 Today’s gospel provides us with one of Luke’s literary 
masterpieces wherein he draws us into the general feeling around 

Jerusalem following the crucifixion.  Let’s look at it more closely.   
 

 First, we learn that it was the first day of the week and the third 
day since the crucifixion.  It’s Easter Sunday.  Cleopas and the other 

disciple are discussing and debating all the things that happened in 
Jerusalem.  In other words, they are trying to make sense of Jesus’ 

death and the reports of the empty tomb and Jesus’ appearances. 
 

 The Risen Jesus then “catches up” with them.  The irony is that 
Jesus is the only one who knows what happened.  By walking with the 

disciples, He will help the disciples “catch up” to the meaning of what 
happened.   

 

 It’s interesting how Jesus does it.  He begins by asking them a 
question, “What sort of things?”  He lets the disciples do the talking.  A 

good teacher is willing to listen so as to learn where people are.   
 

 In listening, He can pick up their despair.  We “were hoping.”  
Now that Jesus has been crucified and put to death, their hopes have 

been buried with Jesus in the tomb.  Their despair is also evident given 
that they are leaving Jerusalem on Easter Sunday, even though Jesus 

said He would rise from the dead.  
 

 Therefore, Jesus must give them new hope by shedding light in 
the meaning of these events by returning the Scriptures.  In other 

words, the disciples have not been able to understand God’s will and 
the meaning of these events because they do not understand the 

Scriptures.  Therefore, Jesus has to give them a serious bible study to 

help them “reread” or understand what has just happened.        
 

 After a good Liturgy of the Word and homily so to speak, we 
then hear that Jesus “breaks bread,” which was a way the early 

Christians described the Eucharist.  Thus, we have a Liturgy of the 
Word and then a Liturgy of the Eucharist, two-part structure of the 

Mass.  Notice that it’s only after a rereading of the Scripture and 
celebration of the Eucharist that the disciples’ eyes were opened.   

 
 Luke then says that Jesus vanishes. In other words, the Risen 

Jesus will remain with His Church via the Scriptures and the breaking 
of the bread, or the Eucharist.  It’s by understanding the Scriptures 

and seeing the Risen Christ in the Eucharist that our eyes are opened.  
This is the way that the Risen Jesus continues to walk with us today.     


