
 Let’s imagine that we have been following Jesus since making 
His first public appearance with His sermon in the synagogue at 

Nazareth (4:16-19).  After the sermon, Jesus drives out an unclean 
spirit (4:31-37), heals Simon’s mother-in-law (4:38-41), and preaches 

in the synagogues of Judea (4:42-44).  Because of Jesus’ miraculous 
actions, Luke says that the crowds began “pressing in on Jesus and 

listening to the word of God.” (5:1)  
 

 This brings us to today’s narrative of the great catch of fish and 
Peter’s (as well as James and John’s) subsequent following of Jesus.  

Let’s look more closely at these fascinating verses. 
 

 First, note the time that Jesus gets into Simon’s boat.  It’s after 
a long night of work, when the odds of catching fish were the least.  

Peter and the others were most likely quite tired.  Here we are 

reminded about those times when we are tired or discouraged.  Do we 
believe that Jesus will make an appearance?  If so, what will happen? 

 
 Jesus then gets into Simon’s boat and teaches from it so that 

everyone can see and hear Him.  Peter’s boat is a symbolic of his life. 
Jesus enters Peter’s boat – His whole world of fishing – so that He may 

transform it from within.  Again, we are invited to see ourselves in the 
narrative.  If we allow Jesus to get into our boats (i.e., our lives) and 

take over, great results are bound to happen. 
 

 As with Peter, Jesus will challenge the way we do things.  If we 
are honest, sometimes we think we know how to do things better than 

Jesus.  We can imagine Peter saying, “How about you stick to 
teaching, and I’ll stick to fishing.”  Amazingly, Peter displays humility 

in saying, “but at your command I will lower the nets.”  

 
 We then hear about the superabundance of fish.  Somewhat akin 

to the superabundance of wine at the wedding at Cana (Jn. 2:1-11), 
whenever we give Jesus control, He will produce much more fruit than 

we could ever imagine.   
 

 Finally, the nets were so full that the partners in the other boat 
had to help them.  Here we are reminded that when we evangelize 

(i.e., share the gospel), it is never done alone!  It’s always done 
through the Church, which is the Body of Christ.  In other words, a 

cowboy Christianity mentality is foreign to the gospel.       
 

 Today, allow Jesus into your little boat!  In doing so, know that 
He will “fill your boat” with a superabundance of fish if you trust Him. 


