
 Let’s briefly look at this beautiful scene from our gospel this morning.  
It begins, “Jesus saw a tax collector named Levi at the customs post.”  Levi 

and Matthew are the same person.  Many of you may have seen Caravaggio’s 
painting, “The Calling of St. Matthew.”  Jesus points at a group of men 

counting money, and Matthew points at himself with the expression, “Me?”   
 
 Jesus looks beyond occupations and reputations.  This reminds us of 

the famous scene from 1 Samuel where Samuel thinks the Lord has chosen 
one of Jesse’s older sons to be king, but the Lord says, “The Lord sees not as 

man sees; man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the 
heart.” (1 Sam. 16:7)   
 

 Jesus sees Levi’s heart, and what he can become.   A good question to 
ask yourself in prayer, “Lord, when you look at me, what do you see?  How 

are you calling me?  How am I responding Jesus?” 
 
 We then hear that Levi leaves everything behind, yet oddly then is 

able to throw a banquet in his house.  Apparently, it is a good size house too 
because Luke says it is a “great banquet” and “many tax collectors” were 

invited.  Levi may be getting his affairs in order and throwing last party 
before being with Jesus.   

 
 Or it may be a banquet for Jesus.  This certainly could be the case 
because immediately after these verses, Jesus refers to Himself as a 

bridegroom.  The banquet may be a foreshadowing of the Eucharist, which 
itself is a participation in the wedding feast of heaven.   

 
 Nonetheless, notice who is invited: tax collectors and others.  Matthew 
is telling his friends!  This is how evangelization typically works.  One person 

converts, then he or she tells their family and friends.  Evangelization is most 
effective through building relationships.  It’s friend sharing with friend and 

family sharing with family.  It begins with building bridges.  Pope Francis, for 
his part, has been doing a marvelous job of this!        
 

 Finally, we hear about the opposition from the religious leaders of the 
day.  There will always be opposition when the gospel makes inroads – 

sometimes from outside the Church, sometimes within.   
 
 In response, Jesus refers to Himself as a physician.  Sin is not a crime 

to be punished, but a disease to be cured.  Earlier in this chapter Jesus 
attended to the needs of a leper and a paralytic.  Now He attends to the 

needs of social outcasts.  They need love.  In short, Jesus has a big heart 
and a big net!   
 

 Jesus sees us.  He calls us to spend time with Him.  After experiencing 
forgiveness and healing from Him, we can then extend His mercy to our 

family and friends that they may experience His mercy as well.  


