
 To give us a little context for today’s gospel, immediately before 
this controversy about fasting Jesus called Levi, the tax collector, to 

follow Him.  Levi was so grateful that he held a great feast at his own 
home.  At this feast Luke says there was a large company of tax 

collectors and others with Jesus.   
 

 Today, it is no accident that in the midst of the controversy about 
fasting, Jesus asks, “Can you make the wedding guests fast while the 

bridegroom is with them?”  In this short span of time, then, we have a 
reference to a “great feast” – almost like wedding banquet – and Jesus’ 

self-identification as a bridegroom.  The marital imagery suggests that we 
have some sort of wedding feast on our hands.   

 
 In the Old Testament, YHWH was understood as the divine husband 

of His bride, Israel.  Unfortunately, Israel had strayed away from the Lord 
by going after false gods.  In response, the prophet Hosea says like a 

good husband, God will call Israel back to Him.  Speaking on behalf of 
God, Hosea says, “On that day…You shall call me ‘My husband,’ and you 
shall never again call me ‘My Baal.’” (Hos 2:18)   

 
 Jesus, then, comes onto the scene and adopts marital imagery for 

Himself.  He is the bridegroom not just of Israel, but also of the Church.  
He has come to “marry” the Church.  This marriage will take place in 

heaven, which is sometimes called the marriage of the supper of the 
Lamb (Rev. 19:9).  In the book of Revelation, John says, “I also saw the 

holy city, a new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” (Rev. 21:2)   

 
 It’s in this light that we can better understanding fasting.  We often 

associate fasting with Lent.  Sometimes fasting includes skipping a meal 
or certain kinds of food.  Other times it includes giving up certain types of 

media.  In fasting, we must always remember its purpose.   
 

In fasting, we say “no” to certain things so that we can better say 

“yes” to Jesus, the bridegroom.  Because we are fallen, we often get 
overly attached to material things (e.g., food, clothes, media, etc.), which 

inhibit our ability to love.  God’s wants us to be free – free to receive His 
love and free to love Him in return.   

 
Sometimes we feast to celebrate what Jesus has done for us and 

because He loves us.  At other times, however, we refrain from certain 
things to prepare our hearts for Jesus, the Bridegroom, and the wedding 

banquet that is to come.  By refraining from certain things, Jesus 
stretches our hearts like wineskins so that He can put more wine in them 

– the Holy Spirit – so that we are freer to love and serve Him by helping 
others prepare for the wedding banquet that is to come. 


