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 When reading Sacred Scripture, we have been in the habit of looking 

at the context of the passage of our Mass readings.  Immediately before 

today’s gospel, the Pharisees are squabbling with Jesus over issues 

concerning the Sabbath.  After healing a man with a withered hand, they 

were filled with fury and discussed what they might do to Jesus.    

 Luke tells us that in response, Jesus departed to the mountain to pray 

and he spent the night in prayer to God.  After the all-night vigil, Jesus then 

chooses twelve apostles from the greater pool of disciples. 

 Here we see how Jesus’ deep life of prayer, His communion with the 

Father, serves as an anchor amidst trying circumstances.  Thus far, He has 

experienced quite a bit of conflict.  Some are responding to Him, while 

others are plotting to harm Him.  He does not become frightened or 

discouraged, but rather makes time in prayer.  Such time in deep 

communion with the Father prepares for what will happen next. 

 While hundreds could theoretically be chosen, Jesus chooses only 

twelve apostles.  These men will be the foundation stones of the new Israel.   

In this light, it’s important to ask yourself, “What do I do when I have to 

make important decisions?  Do I take time to pray?”  Remember that God 

always knows what is best and how important decisions will affect our lives 

and that of others!        

 Next, we hear the list of twelve apostles chosen.  An apostle is “one 

who is sent out.”  Additionally, the twelve are “named” apostles.  This makes 

us think of Adam, who “named” the animals brought to him.  The identity of 

the men chosen as apostles is tied up with mission.  As the representatives 

of Jesus, they will be “sent” just as He was “sent” from the Father.   

 Before they are sent, however, they must first listen and be instructed 

by Jesus.  In other words, they must learn from and follow Jesus before they 

can teach and lead others.  In short, leadership is always rooted in 

discipleship.  This is true not just for the apostles, but for us as well!  Before 

being sent, we must stay close to Jesus and learn from Him.  We must pray 

to Him and with Him to the Father as He prayed on the mountain. 

 Again, Jesus’ actions and mission serve a model for us.  When facing 

conflict or mixed results, He departs to pray.  Furthermore, He prays before 

important decisions.  Finally, those chosen must stay with Jesus and learn 

from Him before being sent.  In prayer, ask God to put this into practice! 


