
Fr. Andrie Page 1 
 

 In today’s gospel we have this amazing scene of Jesus approaching the 

little town of Nain and raising the widow’s son from the dead.  I have 

sometimes wondered what it would be like if this were to happen today.  

“Frank, why don’t you go ahead and get up out of that casket.”  We would 

certainly be as amazed as the people in that little town were. 

 Actually, they may have been even more amazed given how steeped 

they were in the Scriptures.  I am not sure how familiar you are with the Old 

Testament, but in the Book of Kings there is a beautiful scene where Elijah 

does something very similar to what Jesus did. 

 He visits a town where there is a widow.  While there, the son dies and 

the widow becomes angry with him.  In response, he takes the son to the 

upper room and brings him back to life.   

 And so when Jesus raises the widow’s son back to life, the people may 

have been thinking, “This is exactly what Elijah did!”  Thus, we have a great 

prophet just like Elijah on our hands here.   

 There is at least one major difference though.  Whereas Elijah raises 

the son by the power of God, Jesus says, “I say to you arise” thereby 

showing that it is by His own power that He brought the widow’s son back to 

life.  Elijah never used the first person singular “I.”  In other words, it is by 

the power of Jesus and His own Resurrection that the son rises from the 

dead. 

 And the same is true for us and our own resurrection from the dead. 

We will rise from the dead – body and soul - only because of Jesus’ 

Resurrection.  Every once in a while I like to quote from the Catechism.  

Here’s what it says: “Christ's Resurrection - and the risen Christ himself is 

the principle and source of our future resurrection: ‘Christ has been raised 

from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. . . For as in 

Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.’” 

 Notice that it says that Jesus’ Resurrection is the principle and source 

of our Resurrection.  If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, neither will we. 

However, because He is risen, we will rise too – provided of course, we are 

faithful to our baptisms of dying to ourselves and living for Him. 

 May we never tire of proclaiming that Jesus is risen from the dead and 

that in Him, we will rise too! 


