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 In today’s gospel, we get the sense that being with Jesus is an 

adventure.  Adventure means to “take a chance” or to “wander or travel.” 

Life with Christ is an adventure.  It involves risk.  It involves letting go of 

security and accepting what will happen.   

 Our translation says, “Accompanying him were the Twelve,” but 

another translation says, “And the twelve were with him.”  In the end, isn’t 

this what we want, to accept the adventure in being with Jesus? 

 Imagine hearing Jesus preaching and teaching as He went through all 

those small cities and villages.  You would see all kinds of reactions to His 

preaching – some are overjoyed, others indifferent, and still others resistant 

to Him by arguing with Him.  In other words, lots of passion and life always 

surround Him!  And where would you stay?  You have to constantly depend 

upon Jesus because you don’t know where your next stop will be. 

 Luke says that along with the twelve, some women followed Him.  He 

only names three: Mary, called Magdalene, Joanna, and Susanna.  What can 

be said here?   

 First, we get the sense of what happens when we are “with” Jesus.  

Some women were cured of evil spirits and infirmities.  In other words, there 

is healing.  The evil one and his demons begin to lose their grip on their 

lives.  That’s big.  Additionally, there is healing, maybe physical, maybe 

spiritual.  In short, when we stay close to Jesus, He removes the things that 

prohibit us from living a full and vibrant life.  Isn’t that what we want? 

 Second, notice the response from the women.  Luke says that they 

provided for them (Jesus and the twelve) out of their resources.  In other 

words, by being with Jesus, they respond to the Gift of Jesus with their own 

gifts.  When we experience Christ in a deep and personal way, we cannot 

help but give back in gratitude with our own gifts.  Stewardship, the 

generosity of our time, talent, and finances, is our response to the Gift of 

Jesus.   

 For us today, may we not be afraid to by with Jesus, to let Him take us 

on an adventure with Him.  By being with Him on a daily basis, while we 

may not know where He will take us, we know He will heal us and give us 

the fullness of life.  And in response, we can respond in gratitude by giving 

back to Him who has given everything to us.    


