
 A number of years ago I was over at a friend’s house (a friend from 

my high school) whose parents had fallen away from the Church.  They 

attended a Lutheran parish.  For whatever reason, they wanted to argue 

over certain aspects of the Catholic faith.  And one of them was the Blessed 

Mother and her role in our lives.  They brought up these verses we have in 

our gospel today.   

 When our Blessed Mother wanted to see Jesus, he said to them in 

reply, “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and 

act on it” (Lk 8:19).  See, they said, it is those who hear the word of God 

and act on it who are most important.  “Is that so,” I replied.  “And who 

heard and did the word of God more than our Blessed Mother?” 

 When Gabriel told her that she was going to bear God’s own Son, she 

replied, ““Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according 

to your word” (Lk 1:38).  The Greek here doesn’t just give the sense, “Oh, I 

guess so” – like some passive acceptance, but rather “I really desire this to 

be done to me.”  St. Augustine actually once said, “Mary is more blessed by 

receiving the faith of Christ than by conceiving the flesh of Christ.” 

 In addition to the Annunciation, Mary heard the word of God and acted 

on it at all the significant moments of Jesus’ life.  She was there at the 

wedding at Cana.  When the wine failed, Mary was there to intercede for the 

bride and bridegroom.   

 And of course, Mary was there at the foot of the Cross.  This is all the 

more impressive given that all the Apostles left except for St. John.  At the 

Cross, she gives her “yes” to the Word of God and the covenant that God 

wills to enter into with each of us.  Who more than Mary, then, heard the 

word of God and acted on it? 

 My friend’s parents said, “Well, that is true.”  At the end of the day, we 

turn to Mary because she still intercedes for us today by helping us give our 

own “yes” to Jesus.  She still intercedes for us today just as she did at Cana 

and at the Cross.  Mary, seat of Wisdom, pray for us! 


