
 Today’s gospel begins a long section in Luke where Jesus travels to 
Jerusalem (9:51-19:27).  Luke says, “When the days for Jesus to be 

taken up were fulfilled, he resolutely determined to journey to Jerusalem, 
and he sent messengers ahead of him.” (Lk 9:51)  In this section, Jesus 

prepares his disciples for His departure and experiences growing 
opposition with the Jewish leaders. 

 
 At the beginning of the journey, Jesus travels through Samaria and 

unfortunately is refused by a Samaritan village.  In response, James and 
John want to call down fire on them as Elijah called down fire on the 

soldiers sent to arrest him.  Jesus rebuked them because He does not 
respond to rejection with violence. 

 
 Let’s look at the beginning of this major section in Luke’s Gospel a 

little more closely.  First, we see the parallel between Jesus and Elijah 
with the phrase “taken up.”  Elijah was taken up to heaven in a chariot 

and subsequently gave Elisha (his successor) a double portion of his 
spirit.  Similarly, Jesus will be taken up in the Ascension and His disciples 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in Pentecost (Acts 2:1-21). 

 
 Next, Luke tells us that Jesus was resolutely determined to journey 

to Jerusalem.  Another translation says that Jesus “set his face” to 
journey to Jerusalem.  Regardless of the opposition, Jesus will fulfill the 

will of His Father to save us. 
 

 We then hear about the scene where the Samaritans refuse to 
receive Jesus because He is determined to go to Jerusalem.  Here, we see 

the animosity that existed between the Samaritans and the Jews.  The 
Jews regarded the Samaritans as half-pagans who worshipped false gods.  

Worse, they had built a rival temple on Mount Gerizim.   
 

 James and John believe that if Elijah had sent down fire on the 
Samaritans, so it would be appropriate for Jesus.  Jesus, however, 
rebukes them.  Jesus has taught how to deal with rejection.  When 

rejected, they are to shake the dust from their feet (10:10-12), not with 
violence or vengeance.  In other words, the disciples are to leave 

judgment in God’s hands.     
 

 Today’s gospel is quite challenging!  How often we receive criticism, 
a snide remark, or outright rejection.  Certainly, we may not respond with 

physical violence, but we are greatly tempted to begin a war of words – 
gossip, cutting remarks, retaliation, etc.  Instead of initiation a fire of 

words, may we turn to the Lord and ask for the fire of the Holy Spirit to 
respond with kindness, prayer, and forgiveness. 


