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Gospel of Luke 
Chapter 1 

 
Overview: Announcement of John’s Birth (1:5-25); Announcement of Jesus’ birth (1:26-38); 
Visitation (1:39-45); Magnificat (1:46-56); Birth of John (1:57-66); Benedictus (1:67-80)  
 

John Jesus 

Birth during the days of Herod Correlated with Caesar’s decree 
Announcement followed by Zechariah’s disbelief Announcement followed by Mary’s belief 

Not presented in Temple, but wilderness Presented in the Temple, light for nations 

Birth followed by Zechariah’s canticle Birth followed by army of angels praising 
God 

 

• Days of Herod: Luke begins narrative with historical context 
o Herod: Ruler of Palestine in 37 BC.  Reigned until death in 4 BC. 

• Zechariah & Elizabeth: Priestly stock; Represent all that is good in the Temple 

• Division of Abijah: Levitical priesthood had 24 divisions (one week each year) 

• No child: Reminiscent of Sarah (Gn. 11:30), Rebekah (Gn. 25:21), Rachel (Gn. 29:31) 
o St. Bede: They symbolize Old Covenant waiting for blessing of the new 

• Burn incense: Priests burned incense twice per day in the Temple (Ex. 30:7-10) 

• Angel of the Lord: “Messenger from the Lord;” i.e., the Archangel Gabriel 

• Right of altar of incense: Angel stands between altar and bread of presence 

• Prayer heard: Prays either for a son or redemption of Israel (both answered) 

• Power of Elijah: Same clothing, lived in wilderness, persecuted, in heaven 

• I am Gabriel: Odd response to Zechariah’s question, “How shall I know?”  
o Key: While Daniel was praying in exile, Gabriel appeared.  Gabriel announced 

the exile will be extended sevenfold (70 years x 7 = 490 years) when 
transgression will stop and sin will end, guilt will be expiated, everlasting 
justice will be introduced…and a holy of holies will be anointed (Dn 9:24) 

 

Daniel Zechariah 

Prayed for Israel during Jewish exile Prayed for Israel in the Temple 

Prayed at hour of sacrifice (evening) Prayed at hour of incense offering 

Babylonians in power Romans in power 

Gabriel appears (anointed one will come) Gabriel comes (anointed one will come) 

 
• Sixth Month: Refers to the progress of Elizabeth’s pregnancy (1:24, 36) 

• Favored One: Gk kecharitōmene; perfect past participle of charitoo (to fill w/ grace) 
o “Hail, you who have been graced, are graced, and will be graced.” 
o  Key: Think of a thimble that is filled, but which can expand (more grace) 

• Throne: God promised David son would reign on throne (2 Sam. 7:12-16) 

• House of Jacob: Since 8th century, 10 Northern tribes scattered (722 BC) 
o Key: Instead of quoting Old Testament directly, Luke alludes to it 

• Overshadow: Same term used for cloud filled tabernacle (Ex. 40:34) 
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o Key: Luke alludes that Mary is the new ark of the covenant 
• Haste: Mary moves quickly in excitement to share the good news 

o Mary’s journey is the first Eucharistic procession 
o Key: Knowing your mission brings excitement and joy 

• Town of Judah: Ein Karem is five miles west of Jerusalem (80-100 mile trip)  

• Mary’s Greeting: Moves the infant John to leap with joy (power of a greeting!) 

• Leaped in her womb: John’s leaping “kicks up” the Holy Spirit in Elizabeth 

• Mother of my Lord: Mary is truly the Mother of God (Council of Ephesus) 

• Blessed: Gk makarios; Mary is “fortunate” or “happy” (Gadenz, 50) 
 

Ark of the Covenant Mary 

The Ark is on a journey (2 Sam. 6:2) Mary is on a journey (Lk 1:39) 

David dances before the ark (2 Sam. 6:14) John leaps in womb of Elizabeth (Lk 1:41) 

David asks, "How shall the ark of the Lord 
come to me?” (2 Sam 6:9) 

Elizabeth asks, “How is it that the mother of 
my Lord should come to me?" (Lk 1:43) 

The ark stayed in the house of Obededom 
for three months (2 Sam. 6:11) 

Mary stayed for three months (Lk 1:56) 
 

 

• My soul proclaims: Mary “magnifies” God’s goodness and love 
o Magnifying glasses enlarge and intensify things 
o Key: See Luke’s theme of reversal of fortunes in Mary’s Magnificat 

 

Disperses the arrogant Mercy on those who fear him 

Thrown down mighty from thrones Lifts up the lowly 

Fills the hungry with good things Rich sent away empty 

Luke 16:25: Rich man (good, then tormented) Luke 16:25: Lazarus (bad, then comforted) 

 

• Birth of a son: Example of great reversal; childless, now has child and rejoices 

• Eighth day: Zechariah and Elizabeth faithful to the Torah (Gn. 17:12, Lev. 12:3) 

• Filled with the Holy Spirit: Zechariah is filled just as Elizabeth had been 

• Mouth opened:  After nine months of silence, Zechariah hits a homerun 
o Key: Zechariah receives a second chance; serve God of second chances 

• Blessed: Latin Benedictus is prayer said every morning in Liturgy of the Hours 
o Vv. 68-75: Zechariah thanks God for sending the Messiah, the Savior, as he 

promised the patriarchs and prophets in Israel 
o Vv. 76-79: John’s mission of being the herald of the Most High and precursor 

of the Messiah 

 

Mary’s Life Our Human Experiences 

Major event (Gabriel’s announcement) New job, sickness, moving, retirement, loss 

Reflection (Dialogue with God/others) Prayer, quiet reflection  

Visitation with Elizabeth Friendship, support, encouragement 

Canticle of Mary (Magnificat) Thanksgiving, God has a plan 
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• Luke 2 focuses entirely on Jesus.  “He must increase; I must decrease.” (Jn 3:30)     


